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PREFACE. 


OF  the  different  worms  that  are 
occalionally  met  with  in  the 
human  body,  the  7 ^enia  is  by  far  the 
moft  dangerous ;  not  only  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fymptoms  it  excites, 
but  of  the  difficulty  with  which  it 
is  expelled.  Phyficians  in  all  ages 
have  complained  of  this  .  ormidable 
enemy,  as  yielding  with  certainty  to 
no  known  remedy.  The  curiofity 
or  the  public  has  long  been  excited 
with  refpedt  to  the  Morat  method  of 

treat- 
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treatment.  A  Swifs  phyiician  of  the 
name  of  Herrenfchwand,  more  than 
twenty  years  ago,  acquired  no  little 
celebrity  by  diftributing  a  compoli- 
tion  of  which  he  ftiled  himfelf  the 
inventor,  and  which  was  probably  of 
the  fame  nature  as  Madame  Nouffer’s. 
Several  very  eminent  men,  as  Tron- 
chin,  Hovius,  Bonnet,  Cramer  (a) 
and  others,  have  written  concerning 
the  effedts  of  this  remedy.  It  feems 
that  Dr.  Herrenfchwand  ufed  to  give 
a  powder  by  way  of  preparation,  the 
night  before  he  adminiftered  his  fpe- 
cific.  Nothing  could  be  faid  with 
certainty  concerning  the  compoli- 
tion  either  of  one  or  the  other.  The 
treatment  was  faid  fometimes  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  moft  violent  efFedts,  and  to 


fa)  Eiblioth.  raifon.  Tom.  33. 
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leave  the  patients  in  a  valetudinary 
ftate.  Dr.  de  Haen  was  diffuaded 
by  his  friends  from  ufing  it,  becaufe 
it  difordered  the  patients  too  much 
(b).  It  will  be  readily  conceived, 
now  that  we  are  acquainted  with, 
Madame  Nouffer’s  method,  that 
thefe  effeds  were  occalioned  wholly 
by  the  purgative  bolus.  It  is  not 
ftrange,  that  refin  of  fcammony  or 
jalap,  combined  with  mercurius  dul- 
cis  and  gamboge,  all  of  them  in 
ftrong  dofes,  fhould  in  many  fub- 
jeds  occafion  the  greateft  diforders. 
Itfeems  likely,  however,  that  much  of 
the  fuccefs  of  the  remedy  depends  on 
the  ufe  of  a  draftic  purge.  Some  of 
the  ancients  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  virtues  of  the  fern  root  ob- 


(/;)  Rat.  Medend.  tom.  iii,  p.  561. 
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ferved  that  its  efficacy  was  increafed 
by  fcammony.  Refinous  purges, 
efpecially  when  combined  with  mer¬ 
cury,  have  often  been  given  with 
fuccefs  in  cafes  of  Tenia.  Dr.  De 
Haen  faw  a  worm  of  this  fort  five 
ells  long,  expelled  by  the  refin  of 
jalap  alone  (c).  Dr.  Gaubius  knew  a 
woman  who  had  taken  a  variety  of 
antihelmintic  remedies  without  any 
effedt,  tho’  fhe  had  voided  a  portion 
of  Tenia  an  ell  and  a  half  long,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  ufe  of  thefe  medicines : 
but  at  length,  after  taking  a  purge, 
of  lingular  ftrength,  fhe  voided  the 
worm  entire.  Many  other  inftances 
of  the  fame  kind  are  to  be  met  with 
in  authors.  Other  remedies  have 
occafionally  been  given  with  fuccefs. 


(c)  Rat.  MedencL  tom.  3.  p.  566. 
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In  Sweden,  it  has  been  a  practice  to 
drink  feveral  gallons  of  cold  water, 
and  then  to  take  fome  draftic  purge. 
Boerhaave  favs,  that  he  himfelf  faw 
a  Tenia,  meafuring  three  hundred 
ells,  expelled  from  a  Ruffian  by 
means  of  the  vitriolum  martis  [d). 

(d)  Ipfe  Jolo  vitriolo  martis  cum  melle  dato  ex  R-uJfo 
hornine  vcrmem  trecentarum  ulnarum  expuli .  Prsele£h 

ad  Inftitut.  tom.  vi.  p.  180. - —I  fufpe<3  an  error  of 

the  prefs  here,  and  that  trecentarum  fhould  be  read 
tricenarum  ;  altho’  Baron  Haller  who  publifhed  the 
edition  from  which  I  take  this  quotation,  has  not 
noticed  it  amongft  the  errata.  Even  thirty  ells  will 
perhaps  feem  an  incredible  fize  to  the  reader  who  is 
a  flrariger  to  the  Tenia ;  and  yet  there  are  very  refpec- 
cfable  authorities  to  prove  its  having  been  fometimes 
voided  of  that  length.  In  the  memoirs  of  the  academy 
of  fciences  at  Paris,  A.  1709.  mention  is  made  of  a 
Tenia  that  meafured  1 65  feet.  Dr.  Rofen,  late  firff 
phyfician  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  has  given  an  ac¬ 
count  in  the  Stocholm  memoirs,  of  a  Tenia  more 
than  eighty  feet  long.  (See Biblioth.  raifon.  for  1748.) 
Tulpius  (Obf.  4a.  L.  2.)  faw  fragments  of  a  worm 
of  this  fort,  that  meafured  above  twentv  ells.  Many 
other  inftances  of  the  fame  kind  might  be  quoted,  but 
I  prefume  thefe  few  will  be  fufficient, 
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All  thefe  methods,  however,  have  been 
too  often  ineffectual. 


Many  learned  writers  have  im¬ 
agined  that  the  Tenia  is  not  a  lingle 
worm,  but  a  chain  of  leffer  worms 
or  afcarides  linked  together  in  a 
continued  feries.  The  ftruCture  of 
the  Tenia  cucurbitina  feems  to  have 
given  rife  to  this  opinion,  and  it 
is  remarkable  that  this  worm  has 
been  confounded  with  the  Tenia 
lata,  by  almoft  all  the  ancient  phy- 
ffcians,  and  by  many  of  the  moderns. 
Platerus  feems  to  have  been  the  lirft 
writer  who  diftinguifhed  them  pro¬ 
perly.  They  are  indeed  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  each  other. 


The  Tenia  cucurbitina  probably 
derives  its  nourifhment  through  its 

many 
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many  little  marginal  orifices.  Where¬ 
as  the  Tenia  lata  has  a  common 
mouth  in  its  filament  or  thread ;  it 
feems  to  have  no  marginal  orifices, 
and  its  longitudinal  vein  is  capable 
of  being  injected.  M.  Window  found 
means  to  fill  the  whole  of  this  vein 
with  a  coloured  liquor>  and  Dr.  De 
Haen  introduced  a  very  minute  filver 
tube,  as  far  as  hepleafed,  into  it,  in  the 
human  Tenia,  without  injuring  it, 
altho’  this  could  not  be  done  in  the 
canine  Tenia  (e),  This  difference 
in  the  organization  of  thefe  two 
worms  might  be  fufpeCted  of  making 
fome  difference  in  their  reproductive 
power,  did  not  experience  prove 
them  to  be  both  equally  capable  of 
this.  Even  the  earth  worm  which 


(/)  Rat*  Medend.  tom.  3.  p„  106. 
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is  of  a  much  more  complicated  ftruc- 
ture  than  either  of  them,  is  never- 
thelefs  as  eminent  for  this  reproduc¬ 
tive  faculty  as  any  other  reptile. 
££  The  reproduction  of  the  earth 
££  worm,  fays  M.  Bonnet,  is  much 
<£  more  furp riling  than  that  of  the 
££  polypus,  as  being  of  a  lize  infd- 
“  nitely  greater,  and  much  more 
“  complicated  in  its  ftrudture.  We 
<c  find  in  it  a  large  apparatus  of  vif- 
“  cera,  veffels,  mufcles,  &c.  It 
<£  has  blood,  and  that  blood  circu- 
“  lates.  But  above  all,  it  is  an  her- 
<£  maphrodite ;  it  unites  the  organs 
it  proper  to  both  fexes,  and  thefe 
<c  organs,  are  of  the  moft  exquifite 
“  ftruCture.  The  earth  worm,  tho’ in 
“  appearance  the  loweft  of  animals, 
<£  might  exhauft  the  induftry  of  the 
£t  moft  fagacious  obferver,  who  with 
tc  the  fteadinefs  of  a  philofopher, 

££  fhould 
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‘ s  fhould  confine  himfelf  to  the  exami- 
<c  nation  of  this  one  objedt  alone^/).” 

If  therefore,  Vallifnieri,  Goulet, 
and  many  other  writers,  fuppofed  the 
Tenia  to  be  made  up  of  a  number  of 
afcarides  accidentally  linked  toge¬ 
ther  to  form  one  long  compound 
worm,  it  was  becaufe  they  could 
have  no  idea  of  the  great  and  won¬ 
derful  truths,  which  have  been  fince’ 
difcovered  by  M.  M.  Trembley,  Bon¬ 
net,  Spallanzani,  Necker  and  others. 
And  yet  it  is  remarkable  that  M. 
Andry  who  publifhed  his  Traite  fur 
la  Generation  des  A" ersy  many  years 
before  the  properties  of  Zoophytes 
began  to  be  known,  has  the  follow¬ 
ing  expreflion.  “  The  Tenia  or 
“  folitary  Worm  breaks  eafily  in 
“  coming  out  of  the  body  ;  and  if, 


(f)  Contemplation  de  la  Nature  tom.  1.  p.  257, 

“  after 
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ec  after  being  broken,  that  end  which 
44  has  the  head  of  the  worm  happens 
44  to  return  in  again,  this  broken 

44  extremity  grows  and  regenerates 

45  again  like  a  plant  (p-).” 

I 

It  is  an  obfervation  made  by  that 
ingenious  anatomift  Mr.  John  Hunter 
(h)  that  the  living  principle  exifts 
in  the  feveral  parts  of  the  body,  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  influence  of  the 
brain  or  circulation,  and  that  it  fub- 
flfts  by  thefe,  or  is  indebted  to  them 
for  its  continuance  ;  and  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  animals  have  lefs  of  brain  and 
circulation,  the  living  power  has 

(g)  “  Le  Tenia,  ou  Ver  folitaire,  fe  rompt  aife- 
ment  en  fortant  da  corps,  et  fi,  apres  s’etre  rompu, 
1’extremite  a  laquelie  tient  la  tete,  vient  a  rentrer,  cette 
extremite  rompiie  croit  et  repouffe  comme  une 
plante.1'  Tom.  i,  p.  203. 

[h)  Natural  Hillory  of  the  Human  Teeth. 
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lefs  dependence  on  them,  and  be¬ 
comes  a  more  adtive  principle  in  it- 
felf ;  and  in  many  animals  there  is 
no  brain  nor  circulation,  fo  that  this 
power  is  capable  of  being  continued 
equally  by  all  the  parts  themftlves. 
M.  Bonnet  has  remarked,  that  we  can 
difcover  no  marks  of  circulation,  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  frefh  water  polypus  or  the 
Tenia  (/),  and  therefore,  both  thefe 
may  be  confidered  as  approaching 
very  nearly,  to  the  nature  of  plants. 


From  what  we  now  know  of  ani¬ 
mal  reproductions,  it  feetns  probable, 
that  the  Tenia  is  very  often  multi¬ 
plied,  by  being  accidentally  feparat- 
ed  into  two  or  more  portions,  while 
it  remains  in  the  body. 


With  refpedt  to  the  following  little 


(?)  Contemp,  de  1$.  Nat,  tom.  ii?  p.  70. 

work 
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work,  I  flatter  myfelf  I  am  doing  an 
acceptable  office  to  the  public,  by 
putting  it  forth  in  an  Engliffi  drefs  : 
the  authors  of  it  are  men  of  the  moft 
diftinguiffied  learning  and  abilities, 
and  the  obfervations  they  have  made, 
cannot  be  too  generally  known. 

To  the  teflimonies  they  have  col¬ 
lected  to  prove,  that  the  efficacy  of 
the  fern  root  in  cafes  of  Tenia,  was 
known  to  all  the  ancient  phyflcians 
and  to  many  later  writers,  I  beg  leave 
to  add  the  following  quotation  from 
our  countryman  Gerard.  “  T  he  roots 
“  of  the  male  fern  being  taken  to 
“  the  weight  of  half  an  ounce,  driv- 
“  eth  forth  long,  flat  worms  out  of 
“  the  belly,  as  Diofcorides  writeth, 
“  being  drunke  in  mede  or  honied 
“  water ;  and  more  effectually,  if 
“  it  be  given  with  two  fcruples  or 

“  two 


€t 
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two  third  parts  of  a  dram  of  fca- 
“  monv  or  of  black  hellebore  :  they 
u  that  will  ufe  it,  faith  he,  muff  firft 
“  eate  garlicke.  The  female  feme  is 
“  of  like  operation  with  the  former, 
“  as  Galen  faith.”  Hiftorie  of  Plants, 

••  •  .  5  ",T  v*  ,  -  . 

.  i  ...  J  .  -•  WW  i  •-)  —  -i-AW# 

p.  1 1 30. 


Since  the  firft  edition  of  this  work 
made  its  appearance,  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  the  good  effedl 
of  the  method  defcribed  in  it,  in  one 
patient,  a  labouring  man,  about  forty 
years  of  age,  who  had  voided  portions 
of  the  Tenia  lata,  at  different  times, 
during  the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  years. 
He  had  taken  many  of  the  popular 
remedies,  but  from  none  of  them  had 
received  any  permanent  relief.  This 
patient  took  the  whole  of  the  fern 
powder  and  bolus,  but  could  not  be 
perfuaded  to  make  ufe  of  the  injedftion 

the 
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the  preceding  evening  ;  and  it  is  per¬ 
haps  to  this  omiffion  we  may  afcribe 
his  voiding  the  worm  in  detached  pie¬ 
ces,  as  a  complete  evacuation  of  the 

Tenia  lata  will  often  depend  much  on 

/  . 

the  previous  evacuation  of  the  large  in- 
teftines.  The  cure,  however,  feems  to 
have  been  perfect ;  for  on  recommend¬ 
ing  another  dofe  of  the  fern,  which  was 
taken  and  worked  off  with  Glauber’s 

•  >'  \  *  >  iT'r  .  v-  * 

falts,  no  joints  were  evacuated  ;  nor 
has  the  patient  had  any  complaints 
flnce. 

4  -r  \ 

To  this  cafe  I  have  four  others  to 
add,  which  have  been  communicated 
to  me  by  my  learned  friend  Dr.  Black- 
burne  of  Durham,  and  which  the  rea¬ 
der  will  find  annexed  to  the  prefent  edi¬ 
tion.  This  ingenious  phyfician,  who 
is  well  aware  of  the  violent  operation 
of  the  purgative  bolus,  has  aimed  at* 

afcer- 
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afcertaining  the  effects  of  a  milder  me¬ 
dicine  ufed  in  its  Head  :  and  I  cannot 
help  expreffing  a  wifh,  that  his  obser¬ 
vations  on  this  fubjedl  may  be  purfued. 
There  is  one  diftindlion  which  the  dif¬ 
ferent  flrudture  of  the  two  kinds  of 
worm  will  perhaps  enable  us  to  make 
in  the  mode  of  treatment,  and  it  is  this : 
in  cafes  of  Tenia  lata,  when  the  whole 
of  the  procefs  has  been  carefully  adopted , 
we  generally  Succeed  in  our  attempts  to 
evacuate  the  worm  entire  ;  and  to  do 
this,  efpecially  if  the  worm  is  of  a  con¬ 
siderable  length,  will  require  a  very  ac¬ 
tive  draftic  purge,  fuch  as  the  bolus  in 
queilion  :  but  in  cafes  of  Tenia  cucur- 
bitina,  the  rings  of  which  are  fo  ealily 
detached,  we  Seldom  obtain  a  cure,  un¬ 
til  the  patient  has  taken  more  than  one 
dofe  of  the  fern  root ;  in  fuch  inftances, 
therefore,  it  would  Seem  as  if  the  Ol. 
Ricini  &  Manna,  given  in  the  way 
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times  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  the  Solitary  (a)  Worm  (b),  fojourns  in 

B  the 


(a)  Commonly  known  in  Englifh  by  the  name  of 

the  Long  Tape- Worm. 

v.  n  -  -  •  \ 

(b)  Lumhricus  latus  Jen  Taenia  intejiinorum .  Plater, 
torn.  iii.  page  810. 

Taenia ,  Ver  Solitaire,  Solium  d  opine .  An  dry,  Gener. 
des  Vers.  c.  iii.  art,  2,  p.  73, 

Tama  a  anneaux  courts.  Bonnet,  Mem,  des  Sav, 
Etrang.  vol.  i.  p,  478, 
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is  not  ftopt  or  mitigated  by  fuitable  re¬ 
medies,  they  fall  into  marafmus. 

The  Worm  {plate  1)  which  occaflons 
thefe  accidents,  is  long  and  flat,  com- 
pofed  of  many  very  fliort  rings  that  are 
articulated  to  each  other;  and  has  a 
kind  of  vein  running  through  its  whole 
length,  {plate  1.  a.)  which  is  more  orlefs 
apparent. — -This  has  occafioned  the  Ger¬ 
mans  to  give  it  the  name  of  flat  fpinous 
Worm ;  It  is  not  always  of  the  fame  com¬ 
plexion,  fometimes  it  appears  of  a  blueifh 
or  reddifli,  and  fometimes  Amply  of  a 
white  colour ;  now  and  then  it  manifefts 
itfelf  only  by  a  fpot,  which  is  to  be  per¬ 
ceived  in  the  middle  of  each  ring:  in 
fome  of  thefe  Worms  this  fpot  is  of  a 
blackifh  colour,  in  others  of  a  colour  more 
tending  to  white;  and  it  rifes  into  a  very 
fmall  prominence  on  each  flde,  that  is 
not  eaflly  apparent  however  to  the  naked 
eye.  The  tail  (b)  or  pofterior  end  has 
never  been  capable  of  examination  hither¬ 
to,  becaufe  the  Worm  breaks,  and  the 
patients  void  portions  of  it  occaflonally, 

B  2  either 
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either  naturally  or  by  the  means  of  various 
remedies.  Its  body  (c)  which  is  ufually 
feveral  ells  in  length  and  flattened  like  a 
ribband,  becomes  gradually  narrow  to¬ 
wards  its  upper  extremity  and  at  length 
terminates  in  a  fmall  thread  like  appear¬ 
ance  (d)  of  a  foot  or  more  in  length.  1  he 
point  (e)  which  to  the  naked  eye  appears 
very  minute,  when  examined  by  the  lens 
feems  fomewhat  bulbous,  and  when  view¬ 
ed  through  a  microfcope  that  magnifies 
powerfully,  is  found  to  be  the  head  of  the 
Worm,  and  is  terminated  by  four  horns  of 
unequal  length,  which  are  perhaps  the 
channels  through  which  the  animal  derives 
its  nourifhment.  The  body  of  the  Worm 
extends  itfelf  throughout  the  whole  intef- 
tinal  canal,  and  often  reaches  even  to  the 
anus.  It  has  been  named  Solitary  WormiVer 
Solitaire )  becaufe  there  commonly  exifls 
only  one  in  the  fame  fubject;  fometimes 
however,  two  of  them  are  found  together ; 
and  fometimes,  after  the  expulfion  of  the 
firft,  there  regenerates  a  fecond.  It  is  by 
no  means  eafy  to  remove  this  Worm  ;  the 

purgative  vermifuge  remedies  commonly 

ufed 
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ufed  in  phyfic,  bring  away  portions  of  it* 
which  we  are  always  obliged  to  break, 
in  order  to  feparate  them  from  thofe 
which  remain  behind ;  it  feldom  happens 
that  they  effect  a  compleat  cure. 

< 

The  reader  muft  be  careful  not  to 
confound,  with  the  Worm  we  have  juft 

been  defcribing,  the  Tenia  Cucurbitina 
(b),  which  refembles  it  in  many  particu¬ 
lars 


(b)  Vermis  Cucurbitinus.  Plater,  prax.  Med.  tom. 
iii.  p.  8 10. 

Tania,  Solium  Jans  epine ,  Ver  Cucurbitairc .  Andry, 
gener.  de s  vers,  c.  iii.  art.  ii.  p.  74, 

Tania,  Solium.  Linnaei,  Syd.  Nat.  edit.  1 2.  p. 

r?323- 

Tania  d  anneaux  longs .  Bonnet,  Mem.  des  Sav. 
Etrang.  vol.  i.  p.  478. 

Vcrmi  Cucurbitini .  Vallifnieri,  nueve  Oflervazioni, 

p.  74. 

Tania  ofculis  marginalibus  Jo  li tar  Us.  Linnaei,  A- 

moen.  Acad.  2.  p.  74,  t.  1.  f.  1. 

Tania  Jccunda.  Lc  Glerc,  Hid.  des  Vers.  tab.  i. 
A.  tab.  ii. 


Tania 


[  6  ] 

lars,  is  equally  met  with  in  the  inteftines 
of  animals,  and  occafions  the  fame  fyrnp- 
toms.  This  laft  ( plate  2.)  will  be  dif- 
tinguiflhed  from  the  preceding  one,  by 
having  neither  the  appearance  of  a  head, 
nor  of  a  longitudinal  vein :  its  rings  are 
much  longer  than  thofe  of  the  folitary 
Worm,  and  are  ftriated  through  their 
whole  length,  being  furnilhed  only  with 
a  little  lateral  prominence.  ,  Thefe  rings 
are  eafily  detached  from  each  other,  fo 
that  they  appear  as  fo  many  diftinft 
worms,  which  have  each  of  them  life 
and  motion,  independent  as  it  were,  of 
the  reft.  Without  examining  this  mat¬ 
ter  minutely,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  ob- 
ferve  here,  that  the  form  of  thefe  rings 
when  view’d  together  varies  confiderably, 
Thofe  of  the  upper  extremity  (b)  are 
much  more  compleat,  fbort,  narrow  and 
thin,  than  thofe  lower  down ;  the  rings 
gradually  becoming  longer  as  they  ap- 


Tcenia  Cucurbitina .  Vogel  de  Cog.  et  Cur.  Corp. 
hum.  Affeft.  p.  646. 
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proach  the  lower  end. (c)Thefe  rings  are  In 
fhape  not  unlike  the  feeds  of  gourd,  and 
hence  it  is  often  called  Gourd  Worm ,  (Ver 
de  Courges )  Vermis  Cucurbitinus .  Like  the 
other  it  is  feveral  ells  in  length,  and  is 
never  voided  whole,  but  by  detached 
portions  which  fall  of  themfelves.  The 
fymptoms  excited  by  the  prefence  of  this 
Worm  be  in  o;  the  fame  as  thofe  that  are 
produced  by  the  Solitary  Worm ,  the  in- 
fpeclion  of  the  portions  that  are  dilcharged, 
is  the  only  fare  way  to  afcertain  its  fpecies* 
We  may  very  properly  add  too,  that,  fuch 
an  infpeftion  the  only  certain  proof  of 
the  exiftence  of  any  Worms  whatever  in 
the  fick  body,  becaufe  the  fymptoms  they 
excite  and  which  we  have  related,  may 
depend  on  other  caufes. 

Methods  of  deltroying  and  expelling 
thefe  Worms  have  been  fought  for  in 
all  ages.  The  works  of  the  ancient 
phyficians  abound  with  receipts  in  this 
way.  Some  of  thefe  are  Hill  employed 

but  with  little  fuccefs.  Others  are 
either  wholly  forgotten,  or  by  being 

differently  combined,  form  the  bafis  of 

fome 
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fome  of  the  fecret  remedies  which  have 
been  extolled  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe. 
Amidft  thefe  there  is  one  which  feems  to 
merit  a  particular  attention.  Madame 
Nouffer,  of  Morat  in  the  canton  of  Berne, 
who  has  adminiftered  it  for  twenty  years 
part,  after  the  inftructions  and  example  of 
her  hufband,  has  had  fo  conftant  a  fuc- 
cefs,  that  fhe  not  only  drew  to  her  a  great 
number  of  patients  from  Switzerland,  but 
even  from  other  countries  and  from  the 
north  of  Europe,  who  went  to  her  in  fearch 
of  a  cure  by  the  advice  of  the  moil  re- 
fpe&able  phyficians.  The  prince  Bara- 
tinfki,  of  Ruffia,  experienced  the  utility 
of  it  in  October  laft,  and  difcharged,  the 
day  after  his  arrival  at  Morat,  a  Tenia 
perfectly  whole  and  four  ells  long.  This 
Nobleman,  fix  months  after  his  return  to 
Paris,  perceived  that  he  had  a  fecond 
Worm.  Madame  Nouffer  at  his  requeft 
came  from  Switzerland  to  Paris,  an  d  o-ave 
him,  under  the  direction  of  M.  de  fa  Motte 
his  phyfician,  a  frefh  dofeof  the,  fpecific, 
which  in  fifteen  hours  procured  an  expul. 
fion  of  another  Tenia,  as  er^ire  as  the 
firft,  and  of  much  greater  ler>gth,  for  this 

lafl 
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iaft  meafured  eight  ells.  The  fame  reme¬ 
dy  was  afterwards  adminiftered  to  other 
perfons  with  the  fame  fuccefs,  and  went 
fofaras  to  mitigate  without  any  difagree- 
able  confequence,  in  a  young  perfon  of 
a  very  delicate  and  irritable  habit,  feme 
fymptoms  which  had  led  her  phyficians 

to  fufpecl;  the  exiftence  of  a  Solitary 
Worm. 

His  majefly  having  been  informed  of 
the  celebrity  and  efficacy  of  this  reme¬ 
dy,  was  induced  to  make  the  acquifition 
of  it  from  Madame  Nouffer ;  we  were 
therefore  direfted  by  M.  Turgot,  comp¬ 
troller-general  of  the  finances,  and  by 
M.  Trudaine,  intendant  of  the  finances, 
to  examine  and  verify  its  effefls,  and  to 
make  it  public. — In  confequence  of  this 
regulation,  Madame  Nouffer  has  commu¬ 
nicated  to  us  the  following  account  of  it, 
written  by  M.  Mottet,  furgeon  at  Morat, 
to  whom,  for  eight  years  paft,  Ihe  has  con¬ 
fided  her  method  of  cure. 

-  ’  C 
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An  AC  CO  U  NT  of  the  method 
employed  by  Madame  Nouffer,  in 
the  adtninif  ration  of  her  SPECI¬ 
FIC  for  the  T  E  N  I  A,  and  the 
Regimen  flee  requires  to  be  followed 
during  the  Cure . 

Tl  /¥  ADAME  Nouffer  requires  of 
±\  JL  her  patients  no  particular  prepa¬ 
ration  till  the  day  before  they  are  to  take 
the  remedy.  That  day  they  are  to  avoid 
all  aliment  after  dinner,  till  about  feven 
or  eight  o’clock  at  night,  when  they  are 
to  take  the  foup  No.  1  ;  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  after  this,  (he  gives  them  a 
bifeuit  and  a  glafs  of  white  wrine,  either 
pure  or  mixed  with  water;  fhe  even 
gives  water  alone,  to  thofe  who  have  not 
been  accuftomed  to  wine.  If  the  patient 
has  not  been  to  ftool  that  day,  or  is  natu¬ 
rally  coftive,  (which  is  not  ulual  however 
with  patients  in  this  way)  Madame  Nouf- 

•  fer 
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fer  directs  the  ufe  of  the  clyfter  No.  2. 
after  which  the  patient  is  to  go  to  bed. 

Early  the  next  morning,  about  eight  or 
nine  hours  after  the  fupper  of  the  occa- 
lions,  evening,  the  patient  takes  the  fpe- 
cific  No.  3.  in  bed*,  and  to  avoid  the  nau- 
fea  which  this  medicine  fometimes  occa- 
fions,  it  will  be  right  for  him  to  chew 
lemon  or  fomething  elfe  that  is  agreeable 
to  him,  or  he  may  waili  his  mouth  with 
any  thing  he  likes,  but  he  mull;  be  careful 
not  to  fwallow  any  thing.  He  may  like- 
wife  frnell  to  vinegar,  to  check  the  fick- 
nefs;  but  if,  notwithftanding  all  his  ef¬ 
forts,  the  naufea  continues,  and  he  is  o- 
bliged  to  throw  up  the  fpecific,  it  will 
be  right  for  him  to  take  a  frefh  dofe  of  it, 
as  foon  as  the  ficknefs  is  gone  off,  and  then 
he  Ihould  try  to  go  to  fleep.  About  two 
hours  after  this,  he  mull  get  up  and  take 
the  purging  bolus  No.  4.  at  one  or  two 
different  times,  waffling  it  down  with 
one  or  two  difhes  of  weak  green  tea,  and 

walking  afterwards  about  his  chamber. _ 

When  the  bolus  begins  tq  operate,  the 

C  2  patient 
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patient  is  defired  to  take  a  difh  of  the 
lame  tea  occalionally,  until  the  Worm  is 
expelled;  then,  and  not  before,  Madame 
Nouffer  gives  him  broth  or  foup,  and  he 
is  direfted  to  dine  as  is  ufual  after  taking 
phyfic.  After  dinner  he  may  either  lie 
down,  or  walk  out,  taking  care  to  con¬ 
duct  himfelf  difcreetly,  to  eat  but  little 
fupper,  and  to  avoid  every  thing  that  is 
not  of  eafy  digeftion. 

The  cure  is  then  compleat,  but  it  is  not 
always  effe&ed  with  the  fame  quicknefs 
in  every  fubjeft.  He  who  has  not  kept 
down  the  whole  bolus,  or  who  is  not  fuf- 
ficiently  purged  by  it,  ought  to  take  four 
hours  after  it,  from  two  to  eight  drachms 
of  Epfom  Salt  diffolved  in  boiling  water* 
The  dofe  of  this  fait  may  be  varied  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  temperament  and  other 
circumftances  of  the  patient. 

If  the  worm  fhould  not  come  away  in 
a  bundle,  but  in  the  form  of  a  thread 
(which  particularly  happens  when  the 
Worm  is  involved  in  much  tenacious 

mucus) 


[  i3  ] 

mucus),  the  patient  muft  continue  to  fit 
upon  the  clofe-ftool  without  attempting  to 
draw  it  away,  drinking  at  the  fame  time 
warm  weak  tea:  fometimes  this  alone  is 
not  fufficient,  and  the  patient  is  obliged  to 
take  another  dofe  of  purging  fait,  but  with¬ 
out  varying  his  pofition  till  the  Worm  is 
wholly  expelled. 

It  is  unufual  for  patients  who  have  kept 
down  both  the  fpecific  and  purging  dofe, 
not  to  difcharge  the  Worm  before  dinner 
time.  This  however  fometimes  happens 
when  the  dead  Worm  remains  in  large 
bundles  in  the  inteftines,  fo  that  the  faeces 
becoming  more  limpid  towards  the  end 
of  the  purging,  pafs  by  it  without  draw¬ 
ing  it  with  them.  The  patient  may  in 
this  cafe  eat  his  dinner,  and  it  has  been 
obferved  that  the  food,  joined  to  the  ufe 
of  a  clyfter,  has  brought  about  the  ex* 
puliion  of  the  Worm. 

Sometimes  the  Worm  is  brought  away 
by  the  action  of  the  fpecific  alone,  before 
the  patient  has  taken  the  purging  bolus  ; 

when 
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when  this  happens,  Madame  Nouffer  gives 
only  two  thirds  of  it,  or  fubftitutes  the 
i  fait  in  its  ftead. 

Patients  mull  not  be  alarmed  by  any 
fenfation  of  heat  or  uneafinefs  they  may 
feel  during  the  aftion  of  the  remedy, 
either  before  or  after  a  copious  evacuation, 
or  juft  as  they  are  about  to  void  the 
Worm.  Thefe  fenfations  are  tranfitory, 
and  go  off  of  their  own  accord,  or  by  the 
aftiftance  of  the  vapour  of  vinegar  drawn 
in  at  the  nofe. 

They  who  have  vomited  both  the  fpe- 
cific  and  bolus,  or  who  have  kept  down 
only  a  part  of  them,  fometimes  do  not 
void  the  Worm  that  day.  Madame 
Nouffer  therefore  directs  them  to  take 
again  that  night  the  foup  No.  1.  the 
wine  andbifeuit,  and  if  circumftances  re¬ 
quire  it  the  clyfter  No,  2.  if  the  Worm 
does  not  come  away  during  the  night,  fhe 
gives  them  early  the  next  morning  ano¬ 
ther  dofe  of  the  fpecific,  and  two  hours 
afterwards,  fix  drachms  or  an  ounce  of 

purging 
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purging  fait,  repeating  the  whole  procefs 
of  the  preceding  day;  excepting  the  bolus, 
which  fhe  fupprelfes. 

II 

She  obferves,  that  very  hot  weather  di- 
minifhes  in  fome  degree  the  a£tion  of  her 
remedy,  fhe  therefore  prefers  the  month 
of  September  for  adminiftering  it ;  but  as 
fhe  has  not  been  always  able  to  chufe  the 
feafon,  and  has  been  fometimes  obliged 
to  undertake  the  care  of  patients  in  the 
hottefl  days  of  fummer,  fhe  then  gave 
her  fpecific  very  early  in  the  morning; 
and  with  this  precaution  fhe  faw  no  dif¬ 
ference  in  its  effe&s* 

The  Solitary  Worm  is  the  only  one  on 
which  Madame  Nouffer  s  remedy  has  any 
certain  effeft  ;  altho’  it  may  be  confidered 
as  being  very  ufeful  againft  the  Tenia 
Cucurbitina  ;  fhe  thinks  it  right,  however, 
toobferve  that  this  la  ft  is  much  more  dif¬ 
ficult  to  expel,  and  that  to  effeft  a  cure, 
the  procefs  muff  be  repeated  more  or  lefs 
frequently,  according  to  the  conftitution 
of  the  patient. 


After 
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After  this  declaration,  the  23d  of  June 
was  fixed  on,  for  making  the  firft  trial 
with  Madame  Nouffer's  remedy.  That 
lady  aflifted  by  M.  Mottet,  adminiftered 
in  our  prefence,  according  to  the  procefs 
we  have  defcribed ;  the  foup,  the  injec¬ 
tion,  the  fpecific  and  purgative  bolus,  to 
five  different  fubjects ;  giving  us  notice 
however  before  hand,  that  only  one  of 
the  five,  had  decifively  the  Solitary 
Worm,  and  that  fhe  propofed  only  this 
perfon  for  the  trial  of  her  remedy. 

This  patient  was  M.  Vincent,  a  native  of 
Neuchatel  in  Switzerland,  who  had  lived 
three  years  and  a  half  at  Paris,  with  M. 
Mottet,  a  dealer  in  watches,  in  the  place 
Dauphine,  he  was  twenty  fix  years  of 
age,  of  a  lively  and  delicate  temperament, 
andfomewhat  thin.  He  was  often  fubject 
to  melancholy  colics,  diarrhoea  accom¬ 
panied  with  difrelifh  for  food,  tand  alter¬ 
nately  withcoftivenefs  and  good  appetite, 
itching  at  the  nofe,  together  with  a  pain¬ 
ful  fenfation  about  the  hollow  of  the  fto- 
mach,  which  extended  to  the  right  and 

left 
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felt  like  a  belt.  About  five  years  before, 
he  had  for  the  firft  time,  voided  at  Neufcha- 
tel  a  portion  of  Tehia  about  two  feet  long, 
after  eating  a  quantity  of  grapes;  three 
years  after  this,  after  differing  colic  and 
diarrhoea,  he  voided  feveral  other  por¬ 
tions  at  Paris.  Five  or  fix  months  after¬ 
wards,  having  taken  a  purge,  he  dif- 
char^red  two  ells  more,  and  after  fix 

o  J 

other  months  he  again  voided  about  the 
fame  length  of  worm  after  a  fpontaneous 
diarrhoea.  He  was  always  obliged  to 
break  it,  otherwife  it  continued  to  hang, 
or  elfe  returned  again  into  the  body  (c). 
By  the  advice  of  a  celebrated  phyfician 
at  Paris,  he  had  taken  every  morning 
falling,  from  the  8th  of  February  to  the 
8th  of  May,  a  decoflion  prepared  by 


(c)  It  was  from  this  lad  fign  and  from  what  the 
patient  eafily  recolle&ed  when  he  was  (hewn  feveral 
fiat  worms,  that  Madame  Nouffer  propofed  him  as 
the  only  one  of  the  live  who  had  certainly  the  true 
Tenia , 
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boiling  two  ounces  of  the  roots  of  the 
male  fern,  and  a  pugil  of  liquorice  wood, 
in  two  pints  of  water  till  reduced  to  one; 
and  at  intervals  he  took  12  grains  of  the 
pilulse  Bontii, 

The  infufficiency  of  thefe  remedies  had 
determined  him  to  p;o  to  Morat,  when  he 
learnt  that  Mrs.  Nouffer  was  at  Paris. 
He  therefore  took  on  the  22d  of  June  the 
foup  No.  1.  then  the  injeflion  No.  2,  as 
did  the  four  other  fubje&s,  and  the  next 
morning  at  fix  o’clock  thd  fpecific  No.  3, 
and  at  half  paft  eight  the  bolus  No.  4. 
About  an  hour  after  he  had  taken  the 
bolus  he  had  a  ftool;  in  the  fecond,  which 
was  twenty  minutes  afterwards,  that  is 
at  fifty  minutes  after  nine,  the  Tenia 
itfelf  appeared,  and  at  a  quarter  after  ten 
o’clock  was  completely  voided.  This 
Worm  which  ferved  as  a  model  for  the 
annexed  drawing  ( Plate  1.)  was  about 
three  ells  long;  its  body  had  towards 
its  large  end,  along  the  longitudinal  vein 
or  canal,  at  different  intervals,  feveral 

white 
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white  tubercles  (I.  Plate  l.)  about  as  large 
as  linfeed,  together  with  feveral  holes 
nearly  fquare,  (K.  Plate  1.)  which  pene¬ 
trated  quite  through  it.  It  was  very  broad 
and  thick,beingnearly  five  tenthsof  an  inch 
wide  in  its  middle  part,  and  one  thirtieth 
part  of  an  inch  thick.  ,  At  the  other  end, 
the  body  was  lengthened  out  into  a  thin 
neck  or  thread,  extending  about  twenty 
inches,  and  conftantly  tapering  till  at 
length  its  diameter  did  not  exceed  that  of 
a  common  fewing  thread.  M.  Vincent 
had  two  other  ftools  after  voiding  this 
worm  ;  we  faw  him  fome  days  afterwards 
in  good  health,  and  very  well  fatisfied  with 
his  cure. 


We  will  fay  a  few  words  of  the  other 
four  patients,  although  they  were  fhewn 
to  us  by  Madame  Nouffer,  the  fecond 
and  the  third  as  having  the  Taenia  Cucur - 
bitina ,  and  the  fourth  and  fifth  as  being 
only  fufpedted  of  having  worms, 
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Second  Patient. 

Mr.  Olivau  of  Bourdeaux,  had  often 
voided  for  feveral  years  paft,  the  ends 
of  the  Tcema  Cucurbitina ;  about  the  end 
of  March,  Madame  Nouffers  remedy  had 
procured  the  expulfionof  another  portion 
about  fix  ells  long,  in  a  bundle.  He 
voided  another  ell  the  day  he  was  treated 
under  our  inspection. 

Third  Patient. 

Madame  Dumont  of  Metz  in  Lorraine 
had  voided  for  fix  years  part,  fometimes 
ascarides,  but  more  frequently,  portions 
of  the  Tania  Cucurbitina  of  different 
lengths,  which  fell  of  themfelves  and  alive. 
The  day  we  faw  her  treated  fhe  voided 
^another  portion,  together  with  fome  alca* 
rides. 


Fourth  Patient. 

Madame  Charles  of  Marcouffi,  fix 
leagues  from  Paris,  had  voided  about 

three 
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three  years  before,  feveral  ends  of  a 
worm  of  the  fame  kind,  and  about  the 
end  of  May,  a  round  worm.  She  had 
taken  feveral  medicines — fhe  voided  no 
worm  of  any  fort  by  this  treatment* 

Fifth  Patient. 

The  Sieur  Daniel,  goldfmith  in  the 
rile  de  la  Huchette,  had  never  voided 
any  kind  of  worms,  but  he  was  led  to 
fufpect  the  exiftence  of  a  folitary  Worm , 
from  the  fymptoms  he  felt  in  his  ilomach 
and  belly,  and  from  the  great  quantity 
of  whitifh  and  yellowifh  Dime  he  voided 
with  his  {tools,  and  which  he  confidered 
as  corrupted  and  diffolved  worms.  He 
voided  much  of  this  vifcid  {lime  on  the 
23d  of  June,  but  no  worms. 

It  will  not  be  amifs  to  remark 

ill.  That  Madame  Nouffer  gave  to  the 

o 

third  and  fourth  of  thefe  patients  only 
three  quarters  of  the  purgative  bolus 
No.  4,  which  (lie  had  prepared  at  home, 
and  then  brought  to  the  houfe  in  which 

the 
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the  patients  were  affembled*  She  in¬ 
formed  us  that  flic  had  diminished  the 
dofe  on  account  of  the  delicacy  of  thefe 
two  fubjecls. 

2dly.  That  not  one  of  thefe  five  patients 
was  more  incommoded  by  their  evacua¬ 
tions,  than  would  have  been  expected 
after  taking  a  moderate  purge  ;  and  they 
were  neither  griped  nor  uneafy* 

gdly.  That  they  all  felt,  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  after  they  had  taken  the  bolus, 
and  the  third  patient  a  little  before  he 
took  it,  a  fenfation  as  if  fomething  heavy 
was  defcending  from  the  Stomach  to  the 
lower  belly.  The  firSt  patient  felt  this 
fenfation  in  fo  remarkable  a  manner,  that 
he  judged  by  the  eafe  he  felt  foon  after¬ 
wards  in  his  Stomach,  and  by  the  weight 
and  embaralfment  that  took  place  in  his 
lower  belly,  that  his  worm  had  quitted 
its  former  refidence  and  was  defcended. 

qthly.  That  all  thefe  patients,  after  tak¬ 
ing  the  foupe  No.  1,  the  night  before,  in 

a  houfe 
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a  houfe  in  which  they  were  affembled, 
went  to  their  refpeclive  homes  to  deep, 
and  there  receive  the  injection  No.  2, 
except  the  third  patient  who  took  one  of 
pure  water,  and  afterwards  a  fecond  of 
oil  and  water.  They  all  returned  to  the 
houfe  the  next  morning  where  they  took 
at  the  fame  hour  the  fpecific  No.  3,  and 
the  bolus  No.  4  without  being  in  bed, 
nor  did  they  lie  down  the  whole  day, 
except  the  third  patient  who  repofed  her- 
felf  on  a  bed  occafionally,  but  without 
taking  off  her  clothes.  This  patient  ex- 
peeled  the  catamenia,  which  appeared 
the  fame  day. 

^thly.  That  all  thefe  patients  dined  with 
a  good  appetite  about  one  o’clock,  had 
one  or  two  little  evacuations  after  dinner, 
but  the  next  morning  found  themfelves 
as  ufuah 


This  fir  ft  trial  having  proved  that  the 
remedy  was  an  efficacious  one  and  in  no 
way  dangerous,  we  judged  it  right  to  re¬ 
peat. 
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peat,  ourfelves,  the  fame  experiments  on 
other  fubjefts ;  to  enable  us  to  do  this, 
Madame  NoufFer  gave  us  the  following 
receipts,  written  by  the  fame  M.  Mottet. 


No.  1.  The  foup. 

cc  Take  a  pint  and  a  half  of  water,  two 
or  three  ounces  of  good  frefh  butter,  and 
two  ounces  of  bread  cut  in  thin  flices, 
add  to  this,  fait  enough  to  feafon  it,  and 
then  boil  it  over  the  fire  to  the  confid¬ 
ence  of  Pannada.5' 

No  2.  The  Clyfter. 

Take  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  leaves 
of  mallows  and  boil  them  in  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  water,  mixing  with  it  a  little 
fait,  and  when  ft  rained  off,  add  two  ounces 
of  olive  oil55 


Nou 
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No.  3.  The  Specific. 

Take  two  or  three  drams  of  the  root 
of  the  male  fern,  gathered  in  autumn, 
and  reduced  to  a  very  fine  powder,  in 
four  or  fix  ounces  of  water  diftilled 
from  fern  or  the  flowers  of  the  line 
tree  (d).  It  will  be  right  for  the  patient 
to  drink  two  or  three  times  of  the  fame 
water,  rincing  his  glafs  with  it,  fo  that 
none  of  the  powder  may  remain  either  in 
the  glafs  or  his  mouth.” 

The  male  fern  prefcribed  by  Madame 
Nouffer  is  the  filix  non  ramofa  dentata . 
C.  B.  Pin.  358.  Tourn.  Infl.  536.  Poly¬ 
podium  filix  mas .  Linnasi,  Sp.  pi.  1551* 
Its  root  [PL  111.  A.)  is  creeping,  horizon- 


| cT\  Neither  fern  water  nor  line  flower  water  are 
abfolutely  neceffary,  and  common  water  may  there¬ 
fore  be  fubflituted  for  them.  Madame  Nouffer  ufed 
common  water  on  the  23d  of  June  not  having  any 
of  the  others  at  hand,  and  flic  did  not  look  upon 
this  as  an  effential  difference. 

E  ta!f 
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tal,  compaCl,  loaded  with  a  great  number 
of  appendages  (b),  placed  very  clofe  to 
each  other,  and  in  a  vertical  dire&ion. 
Thefe  appendages  which  are  the  remains 
of  former  Items  (c),  are  of  the  fize  of 
the  little  finger,  of  a  blackifh  colour 
without,  and  withmfide  of  a  yellowifii 
complexion  ;  they  are  furrounded  at  their 
bafis  by  many  membranous  fcales  (d)  and 
are  furnifhed  underneath  with  a  tuft  of 
hairy  roots  (e)  ;  from  one  end  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  root,  arife  feveral  ftalks  (f)  which 
without  ramifying,  fupport  oppofite  rows 
(g)  of  oblong,  pinnated  leaves  (h)  ;  thefe 
leaves  or  pinnae  are  longeft  about  the 
middle  of  the  ftaik  (i)  and  become  fhorter 
as  they  approach  the  fummit  (k).  The 
lelfer  leaves  or  pinnulce  (l)  are  obtufe  and 
dentated,  and  their  under  furface  is  load¬ 
ed  in  the  time  of  flowering  with  feveral 
little,  round,  yellowifh  pacquets  (m),  re¬ 
gularly  difpofed :  the  membrane  which 
covers  each  of  thefe,  difcovers  as  its 
fides  open,  a  collection  of  antherae  which 
are  at  firft  yellow,  and  afterwards  of 
t  blacldih  colour  when  they  have  thrown 
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off  their  feminal  daft.  Thefe  are  the 
only  parts  of  fructification  that  are  known 
in  this  plant,  as  is  the  cafe  with  all  thofe 
of  the  fame  genus,  the  female  organs  of 
which  have  not  yet  been  difcovered. 

The  large  root  (n)  is  to  be  referved 
for  ufe,  together  with  its  appendages ; 
taking  care  to  cut  off  the  two  ends,  one 
of  wdiich  (o)  is  too  old  and  fpongy ;  the 
other  (p),  too  new  and  green.  The  part 
to  be  preferved  ought  to  be  firm  and 
compaft,  black  without,  whitifh  within  : 
it  is  to  be  carefully  dried  and  powdered 
whenever  it  is  to  be  employed. 

The  female  fern,  filix  ramofa  major, 
pmnulis  obtujisnon  dentatis  C ,  B.  Pin.  357* 
Tournefort.  Inft.  536.  Ptens  aquilina , 
Linnaei,  Spec.  1,533,  poflefles  nearly  the 
fame  properties  as  the  male,  according  to 
many  phyficians.  It  is  eafily  to  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  its  fimple  root  free  from 
appendages  ;  by  its  branching  Items  ;  and 
by  its  pinnaa  being  entire,  curling  back 
on  the  inferior  fur  face,  and  thus  cover- 
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Ing  the  antherae  which  are  difpofed  along 
the  edge. 

No.  4.  The  purgative  Bolus. 

Take  of  the  panacea  of  mercury 
fourteen  times  fublimed,  and  felect  refm 
of  fcammony  each  ten  grains;  of  frefh 
and  good  gamboge  fix  or  feven  grains ; 
reduce  each  of  thefe  fubftances  fepa- 
lately  into  powder,  and  then  mix  them 
with  fome  conferve  into  a  bolus." 

This  receipt,  which  Madame  Nouffer 
derives  from  her  hufband,  may  be  vari¬ 
ed  in  the  dofe  ;  and  fhe  has  had  for  many 
years  paft  the  fame  fuccefs  by  reducing 
the  proportion  of  gamboge  to  four  grains: 
it  was  in  this  dofe  that  fhe  gave  it  in  the 
bolus  flie  adminiftered  to  each  of  the  five 
patients  on  the  23d  of  June. 

Madame  Nouffer  who  brought  with  her 
from  Switzerland  her  remedies  ready 
prepared,  had  ufed  the  weights  of  that 
country,  which  agree  with  thofe  ufed  in 

Germany, 
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Germany,  where  the  dram  is  divided 
only  into  fixty  grains.  It  refulted  fr  m 
this  therefore,  that  to  compofe  a  purga¬ 
tive  bolus  of  the  fame  weight  here,  it 
would  be  neceflary  to  add  a  iixth  part  to 
each  dofe,  and  put  twelve  grains  of  the 
panacea,  as  many  of  the  fcammony,  and 
4  grains  fix  fourths  of  gamboge  ;  the  Paris 
dram  being  divided  into  feventy-two 
grains.  We  difcovered  too,  that  altho’ 
Madame  Nouffer,  following  her  hut 
bands  inftruhtions,  had  commonly  ufed 
the  re  fin  of  fcammony,  fhe  had  without 
knowing  it,  purchafed  refin  of  jalap  in  its 
ftead,  but  had  perceived  no  difference  in 
the  effects.  She  had  complained  indeed, 
that  this  refin  when  reduced  to  powder 
appeared  of  a  yellowifh  colour,  whereas, 
that  employed  by  her  hufband,  and 
which  ihe  of  courfe  preferred,  became  of 
alight  green  colour.  As  foon  as  we  were 
fufficiently  acquainted  with  thefe  reme¬ 
dies,  M.  Cadet  undertook  to  compofe 
them  before  us,  in  the  prefence  of  Ma¬ 
dame  Nouffer  and  M.  Mottet,  who  found 
them  all  very  well  prepared.  The  fern 

root 
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root  that  was  ufed  on  this  occafion  was 
gathered  in  the  lafl  autumn  and  was  well 
dried.  All  its  ufelefs  parts  were  re¬ 
moved,  and  the  remainder  was  carefully 
powdered.  This  powder  was  divided 
into  feveral  portions,  each  of  three  drams. 
The  panacea  mercurii  was  mercurius 
dulcis ,  feven  times  fublimed.  The  refin 
of  fcammony  had  been  prepared  the  day 
before,  by  evaporating  even  to  drynefs  a 
ftrong  tincture  ofAIeppo  fcammony,  made 
with  fpirit  of  wine.  This  refin  when 
viewed  in  the  mafswas  of  a  blackifh  colour, 
but  when  feparated  into  thin  laminae  be¬ 
came  tranfparent  and  of  the  colour  of 
hyacinth;  being  powdered,  it  appeared  of 
a  greenifh  white.  We  began  this  pre¬ 
paration  by  rubbing  the  fcammony  in 
a  glafs  mortar,  and  then  adding  the 
mercurius  dulcis  and  gamboge,  till 
the  whole  was  reduced  to  a  very  fine 
powder.  It  was  then  made  into  the 
form  of  an  electuary  by  a  fufficient 
quantity  (from  48  to  60  grains)  of  the 
conferve  of  hyacinth.  In  this  manner 
federal  boluffes  were  prepared  each  of 

which 
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which  contained  ten  grains  of  mercurim 
dulcis,  the  fame  quantity  of  Icammony* 
and  four  grains  of  gamboge,  Paris  weight. 

Thefe  different  pacquets  were  fealed* 
and  the  foup  No.  1.  was  given  the  fame 
night  at  M.  Cadets,  to  the  patients  who 
were  to  take  the  fpecific.  They  met  to¬ 
gether  again  the  next  morning,  June  2 6* 
when  they  were  treated  in  the  way  that 
has  been  defcribed,  and  the  refult  of  this 
treatment  was  as  follows. 

Fir  ft  Patient. 

Mademoifelle  le  Grand  of  the  canton 
of  Fribourg  in  Switzerland,  aged  thirty 
three  years,  and  who  had  lived  nine 
years  at  Paris  with  Mr.  Naudon,  rile 
du  Four,  Fauxbourg  St.  Germains* 
informed  us  that  five  years  ago  fine  per¬ 
ceived  fhe  had  a  Jo  lit  ary  Worm ,  hav¬ 
ing  voided  a  portion  of  it  after  taking 
a  common  purge,  fhe  never  felt  any 
itching  at  the  nofe,  but  fhe  had  frequent 
attacks  of  colic,  and  of  a  throbbing  fen- 
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fation  about  the  hollow  of  the  flomach  ;  to 
thefe  fymptoms  were  joined*  difrelifh  for 
food;  naufea,and  frequent  vomitings  of  a 
watery  fluid;  an  almoft  conflant  diarrhoea; 
a  frequent  fenfation  of  fomething  that 
feemed  to  rife  into  the  throat  as  if  to 
ftrangle  her,  exciting  at  the  fame  time 
an  effort  to  vomit,  and  which  ceafed  the 
moment  the  fw  allowed.  Her  menftrua- 
tion  was  irregular,  and  fhe  felt  every 
month  flight  dizzinefs.  Her  flools  were 
whitifh,  as  happens  after  living  much 
on  milk.  She  had  for  five  weeks  paft 
been  taking  an  infufionof  fern  root,  made 
with  water  in  which  quickfilver  had  been 
boiled. 

At  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we 
gave  her  the  powder  No.  3,  in  the  full 
dofe  of  three  drams.  About  half  after 
eight  fhe  felt  her  flomach  as  it  were 
newly  relieved ;  this  was  fucceeded  by  a 
weight  in  the  lower  belly.  At  nine  o'clock 
fhe  took  only  three  quarters  of  the  bolus 
No.  4  —She  had  been  fo  accuflomed  to 
puke  that  we  feared  to  give  her  the  full 
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dofe,  and  this  cautious  mode  of  proceed¬ 
ing;,  too-ether  with  our  fubftitutinsf  the 
Paris  weight  for  that  of  Germany,  retarded 
the  evacuations  fo  much,  that  about 
eleven  o’clock  we  found  it  neceffary  to 
give  her  two  drams  of  purging  fait; 
the  fame  dofe  was  repeated  five  hours 
afterwards,  and  at  the  expiration  of  ano¬ 
ther  hour  we  prefcribed  the  injection 
No.  2.  She  had  dined  with  a  good  ap¬ 
petite  at  two  o’clock,  but  about  half  an 
hour  after  receiving  the  injection  fhe 
threw  up  all  that  fhe  had  ate.  The  vomit¬ 
ing  returned  feveral  times  during  the  reft 
of  the  day  and  night :  her  ttools  during 
that  time  were  to  the  amount  of  eighteen 
or  twenty ;  but  they  were  all  in  very 
final!  quantity,  and  latterly  they  were 
frothy  and  of  a  whitifh  colour.  The 
weight  in  the  lower  belly  which  began 
to  be  felt  about  an  hour  and  a  half  alter 
fhe  took  the  fpecrfic,  continued  till  about 
four  in  the  morning.  She  had  then  for 
the  firft  time  a  copious  evacuation,  in 
which  fhe  voided  in  bundles  two  well 
formed  Temag  feveral  ells  in  length, 
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and  about  five  tenths  of  an  inch  wide. 
Each  of  thefe  worms  was  terminated  by  a 
tapering  neck  or  thread.  In  one  of  them 
this  thread  was  an  ell  long ;  in  the  other 
it  was  much  ftiorter.  Thefe  worms  were 
foft,  and  very  eafy  to  be  broken :  this 
feemed  to  be  occasioned  by  their  long 
flay  in  the  large  inteftines.  This  evacu¬ 
ation  was  followed  by  three  other  fmaller 
Pools,  and  the  patient  went  home  pern 
feclly  cured. 


Second  Patient. 

Mrs.  Cornu,  a  native  of  Baumont  in 
the  canton  of  Fribourg  in  Switzerland, 
aged  thirty-eight  years;  and  who  has 
lived  for  fix  years  pad:  at  Paris  with  the 
MarchionefsD’ Albert,  rue  Caffette,  Faux- 
bourg  St.  Germain,  difcovered  when  fhe 
was  only  feventeen  years  of  age,  that  fire 
had  a  folitary  Worm ,  having  at  that  time 
voided  large  portions  of  it  in  a  diarrhoea 
with  which  fhe  was  attacked  during  her 
lying  in.  — During  the  three  following 
years  (lie  felt  no  inconvenience,  but  at 

the 
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the  end  of  that  time  was  attacked  with  a 
diarrhoea  which  continued  aimed  meed 
fantly  during  eighteen  months.  —  Her 
food  confided  wholly  of  milk  and  gruel. 
This  was  fucceeded  by  violent  attacks 
of  colic  which  came  on  every  two  months : 
that  which  die  experienced  lad  winter, 
laded  a  much  longer  time  than  ufual,  and 
was  accompanied  by  a  diarrhoea,  during 
which,  fhe  voided  five  pretty  confiderable 
portions  of  Tenia.  Sometimes  her  belly 
was  bound  for  leven  or  eight  days  toge¬ 
ther,  after  which  fhe  had  griping,  watery 
dools,  in  which  fhe  evacuated  much 
dime  intermixed  with  pellicles  of  a  dark 
colour.  Thefe  frequent  returns  of  diar« 
rhoea  have  occafioned  an  habitual  pro¬ 
lap  fus  ani.  Beddes  all  thefe  fymptoms, her 
mendruation  has  been  irregular ;  fhe  has 
fometimes  differed  during  a  month  or  more, 
an  almod  con  dan  t  naufea  without  vomit¬ 
ing  ;  palpitations  after  the  lead  motion ; 
pains  about  the  umbilical  region,  but  none 
at  the  domach;  and  itchings  at  the  nofe 
and  rectum, 
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She  took  three  drams  of  the  fpecific 
the  26th  of  June  at  feven  in  the  morning, 
and  at  nine  o'clock  a  little  more  than  half 
the  purgative  bolus.  The  caufes  which 
had  retarded  the  aftion  of  the  purge  in 
the  firfl  patient,  produced  fimilar  effects 
in  this,  and  fhe  felt  nearly  the  fame 
fymptoms :  fne  did  not  however  feel 
her  ftomach  relieved  in  the  manner 
the  former  patient  had  experienced. 
About  half  an  hour  after  one,  fhe  took 
two  drams  of  purging  fait ;  dined  at  two 
o’clock  with  a  good  appetite  ;  and  at  four, 
received  the  injeftionNo.  2.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  day  and  the  night,  fire  had  fourteen 
or  fifteen  middling  ftools  without  pain. 
She  was  difpofed  to  fleep  in  the  night, 
but  was  interrupted  by  feveral  evacua¬ 
tions,  four  or  five  of  which  were  more 
confiderable  than  the  former  ones.  In 

•r 

the  morning  it  was  difcovered  that  fire 
had  voided  two  diftinct  Tenim.  M.  de 
Jufiieu  who  had  flept  at  M.  Cadets,  faw 
one  of  them  at  half  an  hour  after  fix 
o’clock,  alive  and  in  motion.  Thefe  two 
worms  which  were  foft,  and  divided  into 

feveral 
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feveral  portions,  were  nearly  an  inch 
wide:  one  of  them  was  of  a  greyifh  white; 
the  other  was  fomewhat  thinner,  and  of  a 
yellowifh  colour.  The  patient  notwith- 
Handing  her  evacuations,  found  herfelf 
exceedingly  well.  It  is  right  to  obferve, 
that  Madame  Nouffer  had  given  her  feme 
vermifuge  remedies,  three  weeks  before, 
with  a  view  to  difcover  by  the  evacua¬ 
tion,  what  kind  of  worm  occafioned  the 
complaints.  — -  Thefe  worm  cakes,  the 
compofition  of  which  will  be  defcribed 
in  the  poftfcript  (No.  6)  purged  the  patient 
during  three  days,  nearly  forty  times  each 
day,  and  weakened  her  very  much,  but 
without  expelling  any  worm.  Ten  days 
afterwards,  however,  fhe  voided  feme 
afcarides,  and  a  portion  of  Tenia  four  or 
five  ells  in  length. 

Third  Patient. 

The  third  patient  was  the  Sieur  Allain 
of  the  rile  Charpentiere  at  Paris,  of  a 
pretty  good  habit  of  body.  This  pa¬ 
tient 
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dent  voided  a  portion  of  folitary  Worm  (e) 
about  thirty  years  ago,  after  an  attack  of 
colic  and  diarrhoea.  Since  that  time,  he 
has  conftantly  had  a  return  of  the  fame 
complaint  four  or  five  times  every  year* 
which  has  as  conftantly  ended  in  the  fame 
manner,  by  his  voiding  portions  of  Tenia, 
which  he  has  alwaysbeenobligedtobreak. 
He  has  felt  during  almoft  the  whole  of 
this  time  a  dull  heavy  pain  about  the 
umbilical  region  ;  together  with  ficknefs 
at  the  ftomach;  fometimes  dizzinefs;  lan¬ 
guor  and  pain  in  his  limbs  ;  difrelifh  for 
food ;  and  now  and  then,  itching  at  the 
nofe. 

He  took  three  drams  of  the  fpecific  at 
feven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  the 
whole  purgative  bolus  at  nine.  He  foon 
found  his  ftomach  relieved  of  its  ordinary 
weight,  which  feemed  to  be  got  down  into 


[<?]  He  was  thewn  a  Tenia  Cucurbitina,  and  a 
Tenia  Lata,  he  wras  then  certain  that  the  worm  he 
had  voided,  refembled  the  latter  of  thefe. 


the 
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the  lower  belly.  He  felt  a  fenfation  about 
the  rectum,  as  if  it  was  flopped  by  feme- 
thing  that  prevented  him  from  going  to 
ftool.  In  order  to  accelerate  the  evacua¬ 
tions,  we  gave  him  half  an  ounce  of  purg¬ 
ing  fait  about  noon,  and  as  much  more  an 
hour  afterwards.  At  two  o  clock  he  ate 
with  a  good  appetite,  and  at  four  received 
the  injection  No.  2.  Another  injection  of 
warm  water  and  three  drams  of  common 
fait  was  thrown  up  at  fix  o’clock.  The 
evacuations  were  not  in  any  great  number 
during  the  day,  but  in  the  courfe  of  the 
night  he  had  twenty  copious  flools,  and 
at  five  o’clock  the  next  morning  he  was 
relieved  of  the  weight  he  had  felt  at  the 
rectum.  This  was  found  to  be  the  worm 
collected  into  a  bundle.  After  this  he 
had  fome  other  flight  watery  flools.  The 
Tenia  meafured  between  five  and  fix  ells 
in  length;  its  neck  or  thread  was  very 
long,  and  its  body  broad  and  thick.  It 
was  of  an  afli  colour,  and  its  long  flay 
in  the  large  inteftines  had  foftened  it 
much.  The  thin  part  of  its  neck  was 
broken  off,  and  reduced  to  the  confidence 

of 
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of  pafte.  The  patient  was  very  lively  and 
well  pleafed. 


Fourth  Patient. 

i 

While  we  were  at  M.  Cadets  on  the 
evening  of  the  26th,  with  the  patients 
whom  we  have  juft  now  mentioned, 
Margaret  Schmidt,  a  native  of  St.  Peterf- 
burgh,  came  to  requeft  us  to  give  her  the 
remedy  at  the  fame  time.  This  patient 
who  has  been  a  year  at  Paris  to  learn  mid¬ 
wifery,  under  M.  Le  Bas,  furgeon  in  the 
rue  Chriftine,  is  thirty-two  years  of  age, 
and  of  a  thin  and  delicate  habit  of  body. 
She  informed  us  that  fhe  began  to  void 
portions  of  Tenia,  ten  years  ago,  and 
that  fhe  brought  away  a  piece  ten  days 
before  (lie  came  to  us.  The  fymptoms 
ftie  complained  of,  were  an  uneafy  fenfa- 
tion  about  the  ftomach,  which  extended 
round  her  like  a  belt ;  head  ach ;  dizzi- 
nefs ;  naufea;  colic;  pain  in  the  loins; 
itchings  at  the  nofe ;  and  fometimes,  tho’ 
rarely,  diarrhoea.  She  faidfihe  had  taken 
fome  medicines  in  Ruftia,  but  fire  re-* 


mem- 


membered  nothing  concerning  their  com- 
pofition.  At  Paris  fhe  had  taken  no¬ 
thing. 

We  direfted  her  to  the  ufe  of  the 
panada  and  inje&ion,  and  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  June  27th,  at  three  quarters  after  fix 
o'clock,  (lie  took  three  drams  and  a  half 
of  the  fpecific;  and  at  half  an  hour  after 
nine,  the  bolus,  compofed  of  ten  grains  of 
mercurius  dulcis,  ten  of  the  re  fin  of  fc  am¬ 
mo  ny  and  five  of  gamboge,  German 
weight  (g).  Soon  after  taking  this  bolus, 
fhe  felt  her  ftomach  relieved,  and  a  weight 
defcending  into  the  abdomen.  At  a 
quarter  after  twelve  o'clock,  fhe  voided, 
without  perceiving  it,  and  in  one  bundle, 
two  white  Tenise,  quite  perfect,  with  their 


[g]  We  preferred  the  German  weight  to  that  of 
Paris,  in  this  laft  cafe,  that  we  might  fee  whether 
the  activity  of  the  remedy  was  retarded  in  the  three 
preceding  patients,  from  the  dofe  being  diminifhed; 
and  our  experience  confirmed  the  truth  of  this  con- 
je6lure  ;  the  addition,  of  a  fixth  part  more,  having 
brought  away  the  worm  in  a  much  fhorter  time. 

G  threads 
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thread,  and  refembling  the  figure  of  that 
given  by  M.  Le  Clerc  in  his  eighth  plate 
fig.  1.  The  fhorteftof  thefe  worms  mea- 
fured  three  ells  and  a  half,  its  thread 
viewedthroughalens,feemedto  terminate 
in  a  little  tubercle,  not  unlike  the  beak 
of  a  duck  and  of  a  reddifh  colour.  The 
thread  of  the  other  Tenia  when  examined 
through  the  fame  lens,  appeared  to  end 
in  a  fpiral  of  two  turns  and  a  half,  which 
was  changed  into  a  ftraight  line,  by  put> 
ting  the  worm  into  fpirit  of  wine. 

Three  other  patients  who  imagined 
they  had  a  folitary  Worm ,  but  whom  we 
fuppofed  to  be  affected  in  fome  other 
way,  were  defirous  however  of  taking 
Madame  Nouffer’s  remedy.  It  produced 
no  other  effect,  than  that  of  purging  them 
fmartly,  and  evacuating  much  mucus. 

The  Sieur  Olivau  one  of  the  patients 
of  the  23d  of  June,  who  both  the  times  he 
had  been  treated  before,  had  voided  por¬ 
tions  of  the  Tenia  cucurbiiina ,  brought 
away  nothing  in  this  third  trial,  to  which 

he 
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he  had  defired  to  fubmit  himfelf.  We 
therefore  pre fumed  that  he  was  perfectly 
cured.  The  Sieur  Daniel,  another  pati¬ 
ent  who  defired  likewife  to  repeat  the 
fame  treatment,  voided  only  a  quantity  of 
mucus,  which  relieved  him  much,  and 
he  was  then  convinced  that  his  complaints 
were  not  occalioned  by  a  Tenia. 

Thefe  are  the  experiments  we  made  to 
afcertain  the  efficacy  of  Madame  Nouf- 
fer’s  remedy ;  and  we  are  fo  well  fatis- 
fied  with  them,  that  we  fully  give  it  our 
approbation. 

This  fpecific,  however,  is  not  to  be  com 
fidered  as  a  new  difcovery ;  the  efficacy 
of  Fern  in  cafes  of  Tenia  having  been 
known  long  ago.  Theophraftus  (A)  pre- 

G  2  fcnbes 


Qi)  Filix  feemina  utilis  contra  inter wieorum  ani- 
mali a  lata ,  rnelk  fubadla,  et  contra  tenuia  in  vino 
dulci  cum  farina  horde aced  data .  Theophr.  Hiftor. 
Plant.  Gazi  interprets  lib .  ix,  cap .  20. - Filicis 


mans 
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fcribes  its  root,  in  dofes  of  four  drams, 
given  in  water  fweetened  with  honey,  as 
ufeful  in  expelling  flat  worms.  Diofco- 
rides  orders  it  in  the  fame  dofe,  and  adds 
that  its  effects  are  more  certain  when  it  is  ' 
mixed  with  four  oboli  (40  grains)  of  fcam- 
mony  or  black  hellebore  ;  he  particularly 


maris  (Ptcris)  radix  lumbricum  latum  excutit ,  qua- 
t'uor  drachmarum  pondere ,  cum  aqua  muljd  accept  a , 
melius  autem  fi  cum  fcammcnia ,  aut  veratri  nigri 
cbolis  quatuor  quis  exhibeat.  Verian  eos  qui  accipiunt 

allium  priii s  edijfe  Gportet. - Filicis  famine  (The- 

lypteris )  radices  cum  melle  in  eclegmate  Jumpta  latum 
lumbricum  expellunt ;  cum  vino  verb  pot  a?,  drachma- 
rum  trium  pond  ere,  rotundum  lumbricum  excut  iunt . 
Diofcorid.  Mater.  Med.  interprete  Cornario,  lib. 

iv.  Cap.  163. - Filicis  (turn  maris ,  turn  fanning ) 

radices  pellunt  \nteraneorum  animalia - -Utraque 

alvum  folvit,  primo  bilem  trahens ,  mox  aquam ,  melius 
^Tanias  cum  Jcammonii  pari  pondere .  Plin.  Hift.  Nat. 

lib.  xxvii.  cap.  9. - -Filix  mas  radicem  habet  maxi- 

me  utilem ,  latum  enim  lumbricum  interficit ,  fi  quis 
earn  quatuor  drachmis  cum  melicrato  bibat.  Galen, 
fimplic.  lib.  8.  Princip.  Medic.  ihtius,  p.  49. 
Oribafius,  p.  608. 


requires 
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requires  that  garlic  fhould  be  taken  before 
hand.  Pliny,  Galen,  Oribafius,  and  Aetius 
afcribe  this  fame  virtue  to  Fern,  and  are  fol- 

'  ■  i 

lowed  in  this  by  Avicenna,  and  the  other 
Arabian  phyficians.  Dorftenius(z),  Valerius 
Cordus,  Dodonseus,  Mathiolus,Dalecham- 
pius,  who  commented  on  Diofcorides,  or 
copied  him  in  many  things,  all  mention 
the  fern  root  as  a  fpecific  againft  the  Te¬ 
nia.  Sennertus  (/e),  and  Burnet  after  him5 
recommended  in  fimilar  cafes  an  infufion 
of  this  plant,  or  a  dram  of  its  powder  for 


(i)  Dorftenii  botanic,  p.  124. - -Dodon.  Stirp. 

Hift.  p.  459. - Mathiol.  Comment,  in  Diofcorid. 

p.  1289. - Dalechamp.  Hilt  Plant,  p.  1222. - — 

Fiiix  mas  Germania  f&t VO,  five  Jhtrntduatlt  vo- 
catur ,  propterea  quod  latos  ventris  lumbricos  expellat , 
quos  Germani  nomifiant .  Valer.  Cord.  Annot^ 

in  Diofcor.  p.  76. 

(k)  Commendatur  imprimis  fiiix,  e  qua  recent i  aqua 
diftillata  datur ,  coel  pubis,  drach.JJ, \  ponder e,  in - 
f antibus  \  natumajoribus,  drach.  1  ;  adult  is,  drach.iii 
pondere,  cum  aqua  galega,  qua  fine  ullis  molefiiis 
* vermem  et  lente  et  cito  fi  velis ,  enecat .  Sennert. 
Pradh  p .  420.  Burnet,  Thelaur.  Medic,  p.  648. 

younff 

*  o 
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young  perfons,  and  three  drams  for  a- 
Suits.  Simon  Paulas  (/)  quoted  by  Ray 
and  Geoffroy,  confiders  it  as  the  molt  ef¬ 
ficacious  of  all  poifons  againft  the  flat 
worm,  and  as  being  the  balls  of  all  the 
fecret  remedies  extolled  by  Empirics  in 
that  difeafe.  Andry  (gener.  des  Vers,  pages 
246  and  249)  prefers  diftilled  fern  water  to 
the  root  in  powder,  or  he  employs  it  only 
in  the  form  of  an  opiate,  or  mixed  with 

other  fubftances. 

« 

Thefe  are  not  the  only  authors  who  have 
mentioned  the  Tenia;  many  others  have 
defcribed  this  worm,  the  fymptoms  it 
excites,  and  the  treatment  proper  to  ex- 


(/)  Filix  lumbricos  longos  ac  I  at  os  enecat ,  quorum 
prxfentijjima  p  eft  is  eft — eamque  inter  fecret iffima  Jua 
fecret  a ,  adverjics  lumbricos  habent  et  venditant 
Agyrta .  Simon  Pauli  quadrip.  bot.  p.  30a  Rail, 
Hift.  Plant,  vol.  i.  p,  149,  Geofir.  Mat.  Medic, 
voL  Hi .  p.  476. 


\ 


1 
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pel  it,  Almoft  all  of  them  mention  the 
fern  root,  but  at  the  fame  time  they  point 
out  other  remedies  as  polfelling  equal 
efficacy.  Amongft  thefe  we  find  the  bark 
of  the  root  of  the  mulberry  tree,  the  juice 
of  the  auricula  muris  (in)  the  roots  of 
chamcdeon  niger  (n),  ginger,  zedoary ;  de- 
co&ions  of  mugwort,  fouthernwood, 
wormwood,  penyroyal,  origanum,  hyflbp5 
and  in  general,  of  all  bitter  and  aromatic 
plants,  &c.  Some  of  them  direft  the 
fpecific  to  be  firnply  mixed  and  taken 
in  wine  or  honey  and  water;  others  join 
to  it  the  ufe  of  fame  purgative  remedy 
which  they  fay  adds  to  its  efficacy  * 


(in)  Alfiine  myofotis  five  auricula  muris .  Lobe!. 
461.  Echium  fcorpioides  arvenfe.  C.  B.  Pin.  254. 
Lithofpermum  arvenfe  minus.  Tourn.  Infb  136, 
Myofotis  Scorpioides ,  Linn,  Spec,  188. 

(n)  Chameleon  niger.  Diofcorid.  Chameleon 
niger  umbellatus,  flore  cteruleo  hyacinthino.  C.  B0 
Fin.  380.  Carthamus  aculeatus,  car  Una  folia,  flore 
Viultiplici ,  veluti  umbdlato,  Cor.  I  nil.  33.  Cart  ha¬ 
rms  corymbofus ,  Linn,  Spec?  1164. 
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Oribafius  (o'),  Sylvius,  &c.  diftinguifh  the 
Ipecific  that  kills  the  worm,  from  the 
purgative  that  evacuates  it,  and  direct 
them  to  be  given  at  different  times.  Sen- 
nertus  (p)  gives  a  very  fatisfaftory  reafon 


(o)  Hac  brevifjimo  tempore  lumbricos  inter imunt , 
quos  poftea  medic  amentum  educit .  Princip.  Medic. 

Oribas ,  p,  329. - -Lumbrici  Ji  adfunt ,  agri  fanan - 

tur 3  1.  Vidius  rati  one, -  2.  Remediis  nec  antibus 

lumbricos — abfinthio ,  abrotano ,  menthajiro ,  allio,  ra- 

dice  filicis  majcula,  radio e  graminis,  &c. - 3.  Re- 

mediis  enecatos  expellentibus ,  ut  aloe ,  abjinthium , 
rhabarbarum— — £s?  (pracipue  pro  lumbricis  latis) 
pilules  ex  aloe ,  myrrha ,  froco,  isfc.  — — Sylvius,  p. 
442. 

(p)  Fortioribus  me  die  ament  is  opus  eft  ut  inter fi - 
ciantur  lumbrici  lati,  Quapropter  etji  in  teretibus 
purgantia  cum  interficientibus  commode  admifeeantur ; 
prafiot  tamen  in  latis ,  nulla  iis  purgantia  primum 
admifeere ,  cum  purgantia  non  finant  me  die  ament  a 
vermes  interficientia  diic  in  intejiinis  hcerere ,  /ft/  ftz 
c/7o  p£r  alvum  fecum  educant.  Si  verb  prius  exhibe - 

medicamenta  qua:  ipfum  debilitent,  totus  rotun¬ 
das  faffus  ad  pila  figuram  exit ,  et  homo  Janus  evadit . 
Sennert,  Pra£L  p.  420.  Burnet,  Thef.  Med, 
p.  648. 


for 
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for  adopting  this  method.  If  we  give,  fays 
he,  the  purgative  medicine  and  the  fpeci- 
fic  at  the  fame  time ;  the  latter  will  be 
haftily  carried  off,  before  it  can  have  ex¬ 
erted  its  powers  on  the  worm:  whereas 
if  we  give  the  fpecific  firft,  and  thus  weak¬ 
en  the  worm,  it  will  collefl:  itfelf  into  a 
bundle,  and  being  brought  away  by 
means  of  the  purge,  the  patient  will  be 
cured.  The  cure  will  be  more  fpeedy 
if  the  primae  vise  have  been  previoufly 
lubricated.  Thefe  precautions  are  all  of 
them  effential  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  re¬ 
medy,  nor  are  they  neglected  by  Madame 
Nouffer  in  her  method  of  treatment. 
The  panada  and  inieftion  fhe  prefcribes 
the  night  before,  to  lubricate  the  inteftmes 
and  prepare  the  primae  via:.  The  fern 
root  taken  in  the  morning,  kills  and  de¬ 
taches  the  worm :  of  this  the  patients 
are  fenfible  by  the  ceffation  of  the  pain 
in  the  ftomach,  and  by  the  weight  that  is 
felt  in  the  lower  belly.  The  purgative 
bolus  adminiftered  two  hours  after  this, 
procures  a  complete  evacuation ;  it  is 
compofed  of  fubftances  that  are  at  once 

H  purga- 


[  50  ] 

purgative  and  vermifuge,  and  which 
even  when  adminiftered  alone,  by  differ¬ 
ent  phyficians,  fometimes  fucceeded  in 
expelling  the  worm.  If  this  purgative 
fhould  appear  to  be  too  ilrong,  the  reader 
will  be  pieafed  to  recollect,  that  it  pro¬ 
duced  no  ill  effects  in  either  of  the 
cafes  that  came  under  our  obferva- 
tion ;  and  that  in  one  of  thofe  cafes,  by 
diminifhing  the  dofe,  we  evidently  re¬ 
tarded  the  evacuations.  Regard  however 
is  to  be  had  both  to  the  age  and  the  tem¬ 
perament  of  the  patient,  and  the  treat¬ 
ment  fhould  always  be  dire£ted  by  a 
prudent  and  experienced  phyfician,  who 
may  know  how  to  vary  the  proportions 
of  the  dofe,  as  circumflances  may  require. 
If  thepurgativeisnot  of  fufficient  ftrength* 
the  worm  after  being  detached  by  the 
fpecific,  remains  too  long  a  time  in  the 
inteftines,  and  becoming  foon  corrupted, 
is  brought  away  only  in  detached  por¬ 
tions  :  on  the  other  hand  if  the  purgative 
is  too  flrong,  if  occafions  too  much  irri¬ 
tation,  and  evacuations  that  cannot  fail  to 
be  inconvenient. 


Madame 
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Madame  Nouffer’s  long  experience  has 
taught  her  to  diftinguifli  all  thefe  circum- 
ftances  with  lingular  adroitnefs. 

This  method  of  cure  is,  as  we  have  feen, 
copied  in  a  great  meafure  from  the  anci¬ 
ents  ;  it  may  be  poffible  to  produce  the 
fame  effects  by  varying  the  remedies ; 
but  the  manner  of  applying  them  is  by 
no  means  indifferent :  we  (hall  be  always 
more  certain  of  fuccefs,  if  the  inteftines 
are  previoufly  evacuated,  and  if  the  fpe- 
cilic  is  given  feme  time  before  the  pur¬ 
gative  bolus.  It  is  to  this  method  that 
we  think  Madame  Nouffer’s  conftant fuc- 
cefs  is  to  be  attributed. 

Her  remedy  has  likewife  fome  power 
over  the  Tenia  cucurbitma,  but  as  the 
'  ringsot  this  worm  feparate  fromeach  other 
more  eafily  than  thofe  ol  the  Tenia  lata , 
it  is  almoft  impoffible  for  it  to  be  expelled 
entire.  It  will  be  neceffary  therefore  to 
repeat  the  treatment  feveral  times,  till  the 
patient  ceafes  to  void  any  portions  of 
worms.  It  mult  likewife  be  repeated  if 

N. 
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after  the  expulfion  of  one  folitary  Worm 
another  fhould  be  generated  in  the  intefti- 
nal  canal.  This  laft  cafe  is  fo  rare,  that 
it  has  been  fuppofed  that  no  perfon  can 
have  more  than  one  of  thefe  worms,  and  for 
this  reafon  it  has  been  named  Jolitary 
Worm ,  which  being  once  removed  could 
never  be  renewed  or  replaced  by  a  fe- 
cond :  but  our  own  experience  has  prov¬ 
ed,  that  this  notion  is  an  ill  founded  pre¬ 
judice,  and  we  know  that  fometimes 
thefe  worms  fucceed  each  other,  and  that 
fometimes  many  of  them  exift  together. 
Two  living  Teniae  have  frequently  been 
expelled  from  the  fame  patient.  We  had 
three  examples  of  this  on  the  26th  and 

x 

27th  of  June,  and  to  thefe  we  may  add 
a  fourth  and  ftill  more  ftriking  inftance 
related  by  M.  de  Haen  (7),  of  a  woman 
who  voided  eighteen  entire  Teniae  at 
once.  In  thefe  cafes  the  fymptoms  are 
ufually  more  alarming,  and  the  appetite 


(7)  Ant.  de  Haen,  Ratio  Medendi 9  tom.  viii. 

P-  *57- 
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becomes  exceffive,  becaufe  thefe  worms 
derive  all  their  nourifhment  from  the 
chyle.  If  too  auftere  and  ill  judged  a 
regimen  deprives  them  of  this.,  they  may 
be  expected  to  attack  even  the  mem¬ 
branes  of  the  inteftines  themfelves.  This 
evil  is  to  be  avoided  by  eating  frequently. 
Such  are  the  precautions  indicated  in  this 
dileafe.  The  ordinary  vermifuge  reme¬ 
dies  commonly  procured  only  a  palliative 
cure,  perhaps  becaufe  they  were  too  often 
improperly  admi  mile  red.  The  efficacy 
of  that  which  we  now  offer  to  the  public, 
feems  to  be  confirmed  by  experience.  It 
was  our  duty  by  making  it  public  as  foon 
as  poffible,  to  fulfil  the  benevolent  inten¬ 
tions  of  our  fovereign,  who  defires  that 
difeoveries  which  promife  to  be  ufeful  to 
his  fubjects,  may  be  made  known  as  foon 
as  poffible.- — We  therefore  paffed  flightly 
over  the  natural  hiftory  of  worms,  and 
have  dwelt  more  particularly  on  that  part 
of  the  fubjeft  which  was  the  more  inter- 
efting  to  us,  becaufe  it  related  to  the 
health  of  our  fellow  citizens.  So  that 
after  having  deferibed  in  a  few  words,  the 

two 
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two  principal  kinds  of  Tenia,  and  after 
having  diftinguifhed  the  character  of  eacffi 
together  with  the  fymptoms  which  de-^ 
note  their  exiftence  in  the  human  body, 
we  pafifed  on  immediately  to  the  method  of 
cure,  and  to  an  examination  of  the  re- 
medy  propofed.  The  experiments  that 
we  made  to  afcertain  its  efficacy,  and  to 
point  out  the  nature  of  its  compofition* 
have  been  defcribed  with  a  care  and  ex- 
aftitude  which  may  be  thought  perhaps 
to  be  unneceffarily  tedious  and  minute, 
But  we  conceived  that  thefe  details  were 
the  more  important,  as  this  fpecific  for 
the folitaryWorm ,  after havingbeen  known 
to  the  ancient  Greeks,  and  recommended 
from  time  to  time  by  phyficians  of  the 
firft  diftinftion,  was  fallen,  together  with 
many  others,  into  oblivion  and  even 
into  contempt,  becaufe  it  had  not  always 
been  given  with  equal  luccefs.  This 
difference  in  the  refult  feems  to  have 
arifen  on  the  one  hand,  from  the  Ipecific 
itfelf  and  the  manner  of  adminiiterin^ 
it,  not  having  been  defcribed  with  fuffici- 
ent  care ;  and  on  the  other,  from  phy¬ 
ficians 
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ficians  having  deviated  too  much  from 
the  praflice  of  the  fathers  of  medicine* 
without  conlidering  fo  much  as  they  ought 
to  do,  that  changes  the  mod  favourable  in 
appearance,  will  often  render  remedies 
of  no  ufe,  altho  former  experience  may 
have  proved  them  to  be  poffeffed  of  con- 
liderable  efficacy. 

Signed  at  Paris  this  31ft  ofAuguft,  1775, 

Laffone 

Macquer 

Gourley  de  la  Motte 
A.  L.  de  juffieu 
J.  B.  Carburi 

Cadet, 


A  P  P  E  N- 

(4  i><  1.  v 

'  \ 


APPENDIX. 

,  .  .  ;  \ 


§  I.  ^  ■ 

A  Letter  from  Dr.  BLACKBURNE,  fhyji - 
dan  at  Durham. 9  to  Dr.  SIMMONS* 


Dear  Sir* 

V 

A  OUR  late  publication,  promifing  a  fpeci- 
fic  remedy  for  a  troublefome  and  dangerous 
difeafe,  entitles  you  to  the  befl:  thanks  of  the 
public  in  general,  and  of  the  medical  world 
in  particular ;  and  I  am  heartily  glad  that  it 

has  been  fo  favourably  received. 

\ 

The  experiments  that  are  related  in  it  can* 
not  be  more  ftrongly  recommended,  than  by 
the  candour  with  which  they  feem  to  have 
been  condufted,  the  authenticity  of  their 
vouchers,  and  the  flattering  good  effects  they 
have  produced  on  the  patients.  I  have  no 

1  doubt 

\ 

v 


» 


58  APPENDIX. 

doubt  but  they  will  excite  the  truly  philofo- 
phical  fpirit  of  enquiry,  wh:ch  fo  eminently 
marks  this  age  and  country;  and  induce  us 
alfo  to  take  up  the  fubjeCt,  and  determine  the 
ftandard  merit  of  the  medicine,  by  equally 
impartial  trials. 

i 

Hitherto,  you  fay,  you  have  received  no 
communications  of  this  fort  from  any  of  our 
own  countrymen ;  and  therefore  I  have  the 
lefs  hefitation  in  fending  you  all  the  fads  that 
1  have  been  able  to  colled,  fince  your  treatife 
firft  turned  my  attention  to  the  fubjed.  Im¬ 
perfect  and  few  in  number  as  they  are,  you 
muft  not  exped  much  information  from 
them :  my  end  in  fending  them  will  be  fully 
anfwered,  if  they  encourage  others  to  more 
accurate  cbfervations. 

CASE  I. 

The  firft  patient  I  faw  in  this  difeafe,  was 
a  labourer  of  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of 
age.  He  complained  of  a  conftant  fwelling 

of 
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of  bis  ftomach  and  bowels ;  frequent  naufea, 
particularly  in  the  morning ;  fometimes  gri¬ 
ping  pains  in  his  bowels,  attended  with  loofe 
ftools ;  itching  in  his  feat,  and  general  languor. 
He  had  pafled  feveral  fmall  portions  of  a  broad, 
flat,  white  worm  ;  and  had  taken  many  me¬ 
dicines  without  relief ;  but  he  knew  not  what 
they  were. 

He  was  treated  under  the  infpe£tion  of  a 
very  judicious  phyfician,  according  to  Mad. 
Nouffer’s  direction  5  and  after  the  neceflary 
preparations  of  the  preceding  evening,  he  took 
three  drams  of  the  fern-powder  at  fix  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  and  two  hours  afterwards 
the  whole  purgative  bolus.  I  faw  him  about 
eleven  o’clock,  and  found  him  complaining  of 
exceffive  ficknefs  at  his  ftomach,  and  pains  in 
his  bowels ;  a  cold  fweat  on  his  forehead, 
and  more  difordered  than  I  have  ufually  ob« 
ferved  patients  to  be,  from  the  ufe  of  the  more 
draftic  purgatives.  He  had  had  a  loofe  ftool 
about  nine  o’clock  ;  and  after  that  thought  his 
ftomach  felt  lighter,  and  that  the  pain  was 

I  2  lower  1 
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lower  'down  in  his  belly.  About  twelve 
o’clock  he  was  relieved  by  a  very  large  eva¬ 
cuation,  and  voided  a  worm  of  about  ten  feet 
long,  anfwering  exactly  to  the  defcription  of 
the  Tenia  Lata ,  or  Tape-worm,  in  the  firft 
plate ;  only  that  it  was  not  fo  broad,  and 
the  rings  or  joints  rather  longer,  in  pro-? 
portion  to  the  breadth.  It  tapered  towards 
one  end,  till  it  was  very  fmall ;  the  head 
could  not  be  difcerned  by  the  naked  eye,  and 
it  is  probable  was  broken  off ;  but  it  was  not 
examined  with  a  microfcope.  The  man  ftaid 

two  or  three  days  in  the  hofpital,  and  then 

> 

went  away  relieved  from  all  his  fymptoms. 

The  fecond  cafe  fell  under  my  own  di«* 
reftion  laft  month ;  is  a  cafe  of  the  Tenia 
Cucurbitina  ;  and  as  it  was  preceded  by  a  long 
and  tedious  illnefs,  which  might  perhaps  have 
originated  from  the  fame  caufe,  I  fh all  give 
you  the  patient’s  account  of  himfelf  at  full 
length. 


CASE 


appendix. 


CASE  II. 

R.  F.  fifty-four  years  of  age,  of  a  robuft 
make,  and  originally  of  a  ftrong  habit  of  bo¬ 
dy,  after  having  lived  about  four  months  in 
the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  in  the  year  1751,  was 
feized  with  an  intermitting  fever,  attended 
with  oppreffion  at  his  breafL  and  pains  in  his 
bowels,  with  great  thirft,  and  his  tongue  co¬ 
vered  every  morning  with  a  thick  white  fur, 
which  was  fo  trooblefome,  that  he  was  obli¬ 
ged  to  ferape  it  off  with  a  blunt  knife  ;  ftu- 
por  and  giddinefs  in  his  head,  which  lafted 
for  a  few  minutes  at  a  time,  with  fits  of  great 
depreffion  of  fpirits  for  feme  hours  together. 
For  thefe  diforders  he  took  many  medicines, 
without  effeft.  In  the  year  1753  he  com¬ 
plained  of  a  pain  and  harclnefs  on  the  right 
fide  of  his  ftomach,  which  hindered  him  from 
lying  upon  that  fide.  He  was  told  that  it 
was  an  enlargement  of  his  liver;  and  took 
great  quantities  of  mercurial  medicines,  but 
without  relief,  which  always  purged  him  vio¬ 
lently  for  two  days,  and  brought  on  a  numb- 
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nefs  in  one  of  bis  legs.  Pie  feels  the  fame 

Bain  and  hardhefs  about  his  ftomach  when 

.£ 

lie  gets  cold:  and  it  has  frequently  been  re- 
lieved  by  electricity*  h 

In  the  year  17 55  he  had  a  fwelling  that 
extended  over  the  whole  abdomen,  and  fo 
painful  that  he  could  not  walk,  and  hardly 
move,  and  attended  with  a  dyfentery ;  and 
the  year  after,  a  fcabby  eruption  broke  out 
over  his  arms  and  the  infide  of  his  thighs. 
Thefe  complaints,  particularly  the  weight, 
pain  and  oppreffion  at  his  breaft,  and  pains 
in  his  bowels,  continued,  in  a  greater  or  lefs 
degree  till  he  returned  to  England  in  the 
year  1  774. 

Soon  after  his  return  he  accidentally  dis¬ 
covered,  in  his  ftools,  feveral  pieces  of  a  flat 
white  worm,  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch 
long,  which  he  took  to  be  diitind  worms ; 
and  amongfl:  thefe,  he  fays,  he  once  faw  one 
of  the  round  worms,  or  Tuumbricu  He  im¬ 
mediately  began  a  courfe  of  worm  medicines; 

which 
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which,  though  they  did  not  take  away  the 
fymptoms,  yet  gave  him  fome  relief,  and 
brought  away  feveral  feet  of  the  worm  ;  which 
encouraged  him,  by  the  hopes  of  a  perfect 
cure,  to  try  a  great  variety  of  reputed  anthel¬ 
mintics  ;  the  chief  of  which  were  calomel; — 
dec.  marrubii ; — aethiops  mineralis ; — pulv. 
ftanni  cum  rheo  &  corallina ; — pulv.  ftanni 
cum  croco  &  fabina ; — ipir.  Genevenfis ; — &c. 

/ 

'  .  "  V 

Mercury  had  the  fame  violent  effefts  as  be¬ 
fore  ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  while  he  was 
taking  no  medicines  he  ufually  palled  a  few 
fingle  joints  of  the  worm  every  other  day ; 
but  upon  taking  any  of  the  above-mentioned, 
thodgh  they  adted  as  purgatives  that  day  or 
the  next,  he  did  not  pafs  the  joints,  as  ufuaL 
till  the  fourth  day,  when  they  came  away  in 
greater  quantity,  and  along  with  them  pieces 
from  five  to  eight  feet  long. 

He  applied  to  me  about  the  middle  of 
March,  and  then  complained  of  an  uneafy 
oppreffion,  and  gnawing  pain  at  his  ftomach, 

which 
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which  was  increafed  by  turning  to  one  fide 
or  the  other  as  he  lay  in  bed,  and  obliged  him 
to  lie  on  his  back  :  it  was  very  troublefome 
in  the  morning,  but  much  relieved  by  chew¬ 
ing  gentian  root.  He  complained  alfo  of  a 
weight  and  relaxation  of  his  bowels,  which 
obliged  him  to  wear  a  belt  to  fupport  them  ; 
had  often  feverifh  hear  and  thirft.  fometimes 
a  cold  chill  feel  acrofs  his  fhoulders,  conftant 
nervous  tremors,  wearinefs  in  his  legs,  great 
depreffion  of  fpirit^  ftupor  and  giddinefs  in  his 
head,  and  his  appetite  voracious  (he  had  alrea¬ 
dy  got  your  publication,  and  was  preparing 
fome  of  the  root  of  the  male  fern  from  your 
plate  and  characters). 

On  the  24th  of  March,  at  fix  in  the  morn- 
ing  (after  the  ufual  preparations  the  evening 
before)  he  took  the  full  dofe  of  the  fpecific,  and 
two  hours  after,  the  bolus  without  the  mer- 

1  > 

cury,  and  with  fix  grains  of  diagrydium  in- 
ftead  of  ref.  jalap.  About  ten  he  thought  his 
ftomach  fomewhat  lighter;  and  having  an 
inclination  .to  ftool,  he  neglefted  to  take  fix 

drams 
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drams  of  Glauber’s  fait  till  four  in  the  after- 

« 

noon,  which  had  no  effe£t  during  the  evening. 
He  was  averfe  to  the  injeftion  ;  and  went  to 
bed  without  any  evacuation,  dept  all  night, 
and  at  eight  o’clock  the  next  morning  (the 
25th)  repeated  three  drams  of  the  fpecific, 
and  two  hours  after  it  half  an  ounce  of  Glau¬ 
ber’s  fait.  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  taking 
the  fait  he  palled  about  eight  feet  of  the  Tir- 
nia  Cucurbitina ,  frelh,  as  if  it  had  not  been 
long  dead,  and  fo  tenacious,  that  it  did  not 
feparate  on  being  taken  up  by  the  middle :  it 
refembled  the  plate  very  exactly;  the  rings  or 
joints  at  one  end  were  about  three  quarters  of 
an  inch  long,  at  the  other  one-third.  He  had 
feveral  loofe  ftools  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
without  any  material  griping  pains  ;  palled  no 
more  of  the  worm,  but  ftill  felt  the  weight 
at  his  iiomach. 

\ 

On  Friday  the  27th,  he  repeated  the  full 

N 

dofe  of  the  powder,  and  the  bolus,  with  reiin 
of  jalap  ;  and  about  eleven  in  the  morning 
voided  about  ten  feet  more  of  a  worm  of  the 

K  fame 


66 


APPENDIX. 


/ 


fame  appearance  as  the  former,  with  refpedi 
to  the  length,  breadth,  and  tapering  of  the 
joints.  The  evacuation  was  copious,  and  at¬ 
tended  with  little  or  no  griping  pain.  He 
found  himfelf  much  lighter,  and  greatly  re¬ 
lieved  by  this  fecond  dofe  ;  and  being  fenfi- 
ble  that  more  was  left  behind,  was  eafily  per- 
fuaded  to  purfue  the  cure.  Accordingly,  on 
Sunday  the  29th,  I  gave  him  two  drams  of 
the  powder,  two  drams  on  Monday,  and  on 
Tuefday  the  full  dofe  of  three  drams;  and 
two  hours  after  the  fame  bolus  as  he  had  on 
the  27th,  with  the  addition  of  fix  grains  of 
calomel.  This  produced  a  very  large  fiool 
within  two  hours,  which  was  followed  bv  fe- 
veral  more  in  the  courfe  of  the  dav,  confi- 
fcing  of  feveral  pieces  of  the  fame  kind  of 
worm,  from  fix  inches  to  two  feet  long,  great 
numbers  of  fingle  joints,  fome  whole,  and 
fome  half  diffolved,  with  a  vafi:  quantity  of 
mucus.  This  bolus  caufed  fevere  griping 
pains  of  the  bowels,  with  prolapfus  Refti ; 
which  had  before  been  the  confequence  of  mer¬ 
curial  purges.  Since  that  time  he  is  furpri- 
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fmgly  changed  for  the  better,  relieved  from  all 
his  fymptoms,  fays  he  is  quite  another  man, 
and  enjoys  better  health  than  he  has  done  for 
twenty  years  paft, 

CASE  III. 

Robert  Hall,  a  weaver,  aged  forty-five, 
complains  of  a  weight  at  his  ftomach,  attended 
with  a  gnawing  pain  which  is  moft  fenfible 
when  he  awakes  in  the  morning,  but  ceafes 
immediately  upon  taking  a  piece  of  bread, 
or  any  food.  His  ftomach  is  fwelled,  and 
hard  to  the  touch  ;  his  belly  regular,  with 
ftools,  fometimes  loofe ,  in  which  he  has  ob- 
ferved,  for  four  years  paft,  portions  of  a  broad 
flat  white  worm,  from  three  to  eight  inches 
long ;  though  he  had  not  the  trcublefome  fen- 
fation  in  his  ftomach  till  within  tbefe  nine 
months.  Countenance  pale,  itching  in  his 
feat,  pulfe  and  appetite  natural.  He  has  ta¬ 
ken  no  medicines  ,  but  has  chewed  chamomile 
flowers  and  tobacco  for  fome  weeks  paft,  by 
which  he  thinks  the  gnawing  pain  at  his  fto¬ 
mach  is  become  lefs  acute. 

K  2  On  . 
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On  Wednefday  April  ift,  in  the  evening, 
he  took  the  foup,  and  after  it  the  bifcuit  and 
wine;  and  the  next  morning,  at  fix  o’clock, 
three  drams  of  the  fpecific,  and  the  whole  pur¬ 
gative  bolus  at  eight.  He  had  a  copious  eva¬ 
cuation  before  ten,  by  which  he  thought  his  fto- 
mach  fenfibly  relieved:  this  was  followed  by  fe- 
veral  more  in  the  courfe  of  the  dav  ;  but  at- 
tended  with  Tenefmus  and  violent  griping 
pains  in  the  hypogaftrium,  (hooting  through 
into  his  back,  and  mixed  with  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  blood.  About  feven  in  the  evening  he 
palled  a  portion  of  the  T’euia  Latar  about  five 
inches  long,  tapering  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  and  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  broad 
in  the  middle.  His  pains  ftill  continuing, 
he  repeated  the  powder,  with  an  ounce  of 
Glauber’s  fal-t,  the  next  morning  ;  and  about 
eleven  o’clock,  a  common  injeftion,  which,  in 
lefs  than  half  an  hour,  brought  away  with 
it  a  vaft  quantity  of  thick,  glutinous,  brown- 
coloured  mucus,  mixed  with  dead  Ikins,  fome 
blood,  and  excrementitious  matter.  He  was 
immediately  relieved  from  the  fevere  griping 
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pains ;  though  his  bowels  and  redturn  re¬ 
mained  fore  for  two  or  three  days.  He  is 
now  perfectly  recovered,  and  has  had  no  re¬ 
turn  of  the  pain  at  his  ftomach,  or  any  other 

complaints. 

>  *•  vr  t  .  '  r  * 
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CASE  IV. 

Adelinda  Marihal,  aged  fourteen.  About 
two  years  ago,  as  (he  was  gleaning  in  a  corn 
field,  felt  an  itching  in  her  feat,  and  pulled 
away  from  her,  with  her  hand,  two  or  three 
joints  of  the  Taenia  Cucurbit  in  a ,  or  gourd- 
worm.  Since  that  time  (he  has  parted  with 
feveral  more  of  the  fame  fort,  both  in  this 
manner  and  by  ftool.  For  fome  months  paft 
has  complained  of  a  heavy  gnawing  pain  at 
her  ftomach,  which  is  worft  in  the  morning, 
and  ceafes  on  eating;  appetite  voracious ;  fteep 
interrupted  with  frightful  dreams ;  grinding 
of  the  teeth ;  feverifh  heat  and  thirft ;  pulfe 
108  ;  belly  regular,  with  griping  loofe  ftools, 
mixed  with  joints  of  the  worm. 
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On  the  24th  of  April  laft,  by  the  advice  of 
fome  of  her  neighbours,  fhe  took  from  fif¬ 
teen  to  twenty  grains  of  the  powder  of  the 
leaves  of  the  greater  black  hellebore,  or  fet- 
terwort,  and  drank  after  it  fome  mug  wort 
tea;  and  in  the  courfe  of  that  day  paffed, 
firft  fifteen  feet,  and  foon  after  ten  feet  more, 
of  the  Taenia  Cucurbitina ,  Two  days  after- 
wards  the  furgeon  who  attended  her  gave  her 
a  calomel  purge,  which  operated  with  fevere 
pains  in  the  bowels,  and  brought  away  about 
twelve  feparate  joints,  and  a  fmall  earth¬ 
worm. 

I  faw  her  on  the  28th  of  April ;  fhe  com«> 
plained  much  of  fever  and  third:,  and  of  pain 
and  fwelling  in  her  ftomach  and  bowels.  I 
ordered  her  to  drink  plentifully  of  barley- 
water,  with  a  folution  of  G.  Arab,  and  nitre 
for  two  days ;  and  then  finding  the  fever  a 
good  deal  abated,  I  gave  her  three  drams  of 
the  fpecific  in  the  morning  of  the  1  ft  of  May, 
at  fix  o’clock ;  at  feven  fhe  had  a  fmall  ftool, 
with  one  joint  of  the  ! Tenia ,  and  a  fmall 

earth- 
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earth-worm  ;  at  eight  (he  took  half  of  the 
purgative  bolus,  and  in  about  half  an  hour 
afterwards  vomited  a  large  quantity  of  vifeid 
phlegm ;  had  feveral  copious  evacuations  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  but  paffed  no  more 
portions  of  the  worm.  Her  flools  were  at¬ 
tended  with  fevere  tormina,  and  an  increafe 
of  the  feverifh  heat,  thirft,  arid  quick  pulfe. 
However,  fhe  was  greatly  relieved  by  thefe 
evacuations,  flept  foundly,  eat  more  mode¬ 
rately,  and  had  not  that  gnawing  pain  at  her 
ftomach  ;  though  flie  ftill  complained  of  an 
uneafy  weight  there,  and  had  fornetimes  a  re¬ 
turn  of  her  fever.  After  a  few  days  I  was 
induced,  by  a  continuance  of  this  complaint, 
to  repeat  two  drams  of  the  fpecific,  and  to 
fubftitute,  inftead  of  the  bolus,  a  draught  of 
OL  Ricini,  diflolved  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg, 
and  mixed  in  half  a  pint  of  barley-water,  as 
well  to  increafe  the  bulk  of  the  medicine,  as 
to  make  it  lefs  naufeous  than  the  oil  itfelf. 
This,  though  retained  with  difficulty,  had  a 
very  defirable  effect :  it  operated  with¬ 
out  inducing  gripes,  or  bringing  on  the  fe¬ 
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ver ;  and  produced  very  copious  ftools  of  of- 
fenlive  contents,  with  a  few  joints  of  the  2^- 
nia.  I  repeated  it  a  fecond  time,  with  the 
fame  effeft ;  and  the  girl  now  fays  fhe  feels 
none  of  her  former  complaints,  is  chearful 
and  happy,  and  thinks  herfelf  quite  well ; 
though  it  is  probable  that  fome  of  the  worm 
may  ftill  be  left  behind. 

From  thefe  inftances,  in  which  I  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  do  all  poffible  juftice  to  Mad. 
Nouffer’s  method,  by  adhering  clofely  to  her 
directions,  fometimes  even  contrary  to  my 
own  judgment,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
fern  powder  is  a  good  medicine  in  this  dis¬ 
order,  and  worthy  the  further  attention  of 
the  faculty. 

It  has  been  urged,  as  an  obje&ion,  that 
the  purgative  bolus,  and  particularly  the 
mercury  contained  in  it,  would  have  pro¬ 
duced  all  the  recited  good  effects,  though  the 
powder  had  never  been  adminiftered.  I  con- 
fefs,  I  am  fo  far  from  being  of  this  opinion, 
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§  II. 


Extra  ft  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  DUNCAN* 
Phji/iaan  at  Edinburgh ,  to  Dr.  SIMMONS. 

- Since  I  faw  your  account 

of  the  Tenia,  I  have  had  occalion  to  treat  only 
one  cafe  of  the  kind.  A  woman,  for  the 
fpace  of  thirty  years,  had  at  times  difcharged 
fragments  of  Tenia,  and  had  tried  a  great 
variety  of  different  medicines  :  by  means  of 
fome  of  thefe  remedies  large  portions  of 
the  worm  had  been  brought  away,  bitt 
without  effe&ing  a  cure.  About  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  laft  September  (he  applied  at  the 
difpenfary.  I  ordered  for  her,  a  dram  of 
the  Fern  powder  to  be  taken  at  feven  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  and  an  eleftuary,  confifting 
of  three  grains  of  calomel  and  as  much  gam- 
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ver ;  and  produced  very  copious  ftools  of  of- 
fenlive  contents,  with  a  few  joints  of  the  5fr- 
nia .  I  repeated  it  a  fecond  time,  with  the 
fame  effect ;  and  the  girl  now  fays  (he  feels 
none  of  her  former  complaints,  is  chearful 
and  happy,  and  thinks  herfelf  quite  well ; 
though  it  is  probable  that  fome  of  the  wrorin 
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may  ft  ill  be  left  behind. 

From  thefe  inftances,  in  which  I  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  do  all  poffible  juftice  to  Mad. 
Nouffer’s  method,  by  adhering  clofely  to  her 
direftions,  fometimes  even  contrary  to  my 
own  judgment,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
fern  powder  is  a  good  medicine  in  this  dis¬ 
order,  and  worthy  the  further  attention  of 
the  faculty. 

It  has  been  urged,  as  an  objeffion,  that 
the  purgative  bolus,  and  particularly  the 
mercury  contained  in  it,  would  have  pro¬ 
duced  all  the  recited  good  effects,  though  the 
powder  had  never  been  adminiftered.  I  con- 
fefs,  I  am  fo  far  from  being  of  this  opinion, 

that 


Extra  ft  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  DUNCANj 
Pbyfician  at  Edinburgh ,  to  Dr.  SIMMONS. 

• — —Since  I  faw  your  account 
of  the  Tenia,  I  have  had  occafion  to  treat  only 
one  cafe  of  the  kind.  A  woman,  for  the 
fpace  of  thirty  years,  had  at  times  difcharged 
fragments  of  Tenia,  and  had  tried  a  great 
variety  of  different  medicines  :  by  means  of 
fome  of  thefe  remedies  large  portions  of 
the  worm  had  been  brought  away,  bift 
without  effecting  a  cure.  About  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  laft  September  (he  applied  at  the 
difpenfary.  I  ordered  for  her,  a  dram  of 
the  Fern  powder  to  be  taken  at  feven  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  and  an  electuary,  confifting 
of  three  grains  of  calomel  and  as  much  gam- 
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boge,  with  a n  ounce  and  a  half  of  cream  of 
tartar,  to  be  begun  four  hours  afterwards, 
find  taken  by  repeated  acfes,  at  fhort  inter¬ 
vals,  till  a  catharfis  was  induced.  The  confe- 
quence  of  this  was  the  difcharge  of  different 
fragments  of  the  tenia  lata.  After  an  interval 
of  a  few  days,  a  fecond  dofe  of  the  Fern  pow¬ 
der  and  purgative  were  given;  but  no  mor® 
fragments  of  the  worm  were  brought  away. 

Several  months  have  now  elapfed  fince 
thofe  medicines  were  exhibited,  and  the  woman 

pot  only  continues  free  from  gll  the  fymptoms 
which  the  prefence  of  the  Tenia  had  before  oc- 
cafioned  but  has  never  iince  been  obferved  tQ 
difcharge  the  fmalleft  portion  of  it. 

This  is  the  fubftance  of  the  cafe*  the  hiftory 
of  which  I  have  given  fomewhat  more  at  length 
in  the  volume  of  medical  cafes  and  obferva- 
tions  I  have  lately  publiflied.  A  few  days  ago 
I  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Ogilvy  of  Forfar, 
informing  me. of  his  having  ufed  this  medicine 
with  fuccefs.  To  a  man  who  had  been  for 
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many  years  afflicted  with  the  Tenia,  he  gave  two 
drams  of  the  Fern  powder  early  in  the  morning, 
and,  four  hours  afterwards  half  a  dram  of  ja¬ 
lap  and  ten  grains  of  calomel  exhibited  in  the 
form  of  a  bolus.  This  was  not  productive  of 
the  defired  effect ;  but  a  few  days  afterwards 
the  fame  dofe  was  repeated,  and  by  means  of 
it,  a  Tenia  brought  away,  feemingly  alive,  and 
meafuring  about  a  yard  and  a  half  in  length* 


Thefe  are  the  only  two  cafes,  in  which  I 
have  heard  of  the  Fern  powder’s  being  ufed 
againft  the  Tenia  in  this  country.  Believe  me, 
with  a  fincere  efteem, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  Friend, 
Andrew  Duncan, 
Edinburgh ,  June  5,  1778* 
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